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ARGENTINA TO MEET GAS TERM PAYMENTS TO BOLIVIA 


uenos Aires LA NACION in Spanish 19 Aug 82 p 8 


[Text] La Paz-- Argentina has pledged to bring up 
quickly as possible its payments to Bolivia for gas supplies for 
the months of March, April, and May of this year, Bolivia's minis- 
ter of energy, Lt Col Augusto Sanchez, reported here. 


Argentina had decided not to pay any bills for Bolivian gas 
Since last March in order to put pressure on Bolivia to pay off 
Capital and interest on the loans made to Bolivia during the 
administration of Gen Luis Carcia Meza. 


bout 


Bilis Amounting to $94 Million 
For this reason, Argentina held back the $94 million for the 
bills due on gas supplies for the 3-month period. 


Mr Sanchez said that during his visit to Argentina, he had 
reached an agreement that the administration of General Bignone 
would change its decision to hold back these payments and would 
agree tc handle the problem of the gas contract and the amorti- 
zation of the credits separately. 


Cc 
i 
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Criticisms 


The Argentine decision was harshly criticized by the press nere, 
which said that it could not act unilaterally in this matter, 
and still less amortize with gas the Argentine supply of a 
series of products whose quality has been questioned, such as 
che "Hane cars," which were purchased during the Garcia Meza 
administration without meeting bidding or other requirements 
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Credits Amounting to US $700 Million 


According to the newspaper PRESENCIA, in order to hasten the 
repayment of the $94 million, Bolivia has ailegedly promised 
to use part of the currency generated by its exports to pa 


— 


off this debt, which is caiculated at $700 million. 
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UNERGY ECONOMICS ARGENTINA 


RENEGOTIATION OF OTL CONTRACTS DEBATED 
Silenzi di Stagni Criticizes Renegotiatior 


Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 21 Aug 82 p 2 Sec 2 


(Text! During the course of a meeting with reporters, Dr Adolfo 
Silenzi di Stagni warned of "the serious damage that renegotia- 
ting the oil contracts would cause our national economy." 


In stating the legal and economic reasons which he feels should 
prevent a change in the price of oil paid to the contractors, 
outside of the aqreed upon contractual formulas, Dr Silenzi di 
Stagni mentioned that "YPF [Government Oil Deposits] pays the 
highest price in the world for the oil produced by its contrac- 


> 


He also said that he had expressed his opposition to the oil 
contract renegotiation in letters sent to Presidents Viola 
(dated 14 October 1981), Galtieri (7 June 1982), and Bignone 
(29 July 1982). "But the office of the president never acknow- 
ledged receipt of any of these three letters." 


ri 


The Price of Oil 


Silenzi di Stagni first spoke of the oii policy implemented by 
the National Reorganization Process, and commented that in other 
countries, no government contractor or concession holder gets 
more than 25 percent of the international price for the oil pro- 
duced. And the contractor must also pay royaities, taxes on 
profits, and give the government a majority share in the under- 
taking. "In other words, the contractor 1s not paid more than 

»O per cubic meter. But in Argentina, in some cases the con- 
tractor 1s paid more than $100 per cubic meter, and the contrac- 
tor also does not have to pay royalties or give the government 
any Share in the venture." He said that "our country is the 

ly one in the world in which the state, through YPF, pays the 























royalties which the contractors should have to pay to the 
provinces for the oil they extract." 


"This absurdity grows even worse when we think that just a few 
days before General Videla left the government, on 24 October 
1980 he signed decree no 22.227 requiring that YPF pay royal- 
ties to the provinces, using as a reference price, not the price 
the contractor paid, but the export price per cubic meter, in 
dollars, of the oil shipped from the port of Ras Tanura in 

Saudi Arabia. This decree seems unconstitutional from all points 
of view: it uses as a base a price set by a foreign government, 
in foreign currency. It seems to ignore that our currency, no 
matter how devalued it may be, according to our legal system 

can not be replaced by another currency, because that wouid af- 
fect the foundation of our sovereignty and the structure of our 
national essence." 


Anomaly 


While pointing out other anomalies, Silenzi di Stagni said that 
"the ministry of energy requires that YPF sell oil to Shell and 
Esso at a price lower than the price YPF pays its contractors." 


On this issue, Dr Silenzi, who presented abundant documentation, 
Cited as an example the case of the contract for oil extraction 
operations in the Canadon Amarillo area, "in which the price that 
YPF paid in August 1980 for oil extracted by the contracting 
consortium was $102.02. However, the sales price set by the 
ministry of energy in that same month, for the operations con- 
ducted by YPF with Shell and Esso, was $83.89. 





"Noncompliance with Obligations" 


Dr Silenzi di Stagni later said that events have shown that in 
the past 2 years "oil production by the contractors has declined 
in a very Significant manner," if we take into account the pro- 
duction programs established in each contract. And "in the ma- 
jority of the contracts, there has been noncompliance with con- 
tractual commitments and investments." 


In speaking of the noncompliance with regard to the repayment 

of funds granted by the National Development Bank, he said: "We 
don't have statistics on this, but we do have some unofficial 
information about the credits granted by the Bank to private 

oil companies. These loans were highly favorable in comparison 
with funds issued to other industries, but the recipients have 
not met their obligations when the term of the loan was reached." 














Renegotiation 
Silenzi di Stagni, in speaking of the legal reasons blocking a 
renegotiation of the oil contracts, said that each of these 
‘ontracts contains a very important clause about the price that 
YPF will pay for the oil which the contractor extracts and de- 
livers. In this regard, he said that the price is clearly stipu- 
ated and is readjusted monthly. Furthermore, a system of bo- 
nuses and fines is applied, based on the promised production. 


ie) 


"But the basic price stipulated in the contract can not be 
modified outside of the monthly readjustment formula," he added. 
“if it were, this would violate the fundamental principles of 
any public bidding procedure and the equal standing before the 
law which all the bidders should have." 


YPF's Board of Directors 


On another matter, Silenzi di Stagni said that a new board of 
directors for YPF has been appointed. "On this new board we 


find the names of wel] known executives of private oil compa- 
mies, and I feel," he said, "that their appointment violates 
Fundamental principles of administrative ethics, and may be 
subject to the provisions of the Penal Code for negotiations 
incompatible with the exercise of public responsibilities." He 
added: "We agree that the new board members may well be honor- 
able men; the moral integrity of the new directors is not at 
issue here. What we object to is that they can not divest 
themselves of the environment from which they come. Their fu- 
ture is bound to the oil business and not to the defense of the 
public interest," 


Silenzi di Stagni mentioned Juan M. Bustos Fernandez, Julio H. 
Casas, Marcos Solfer, Jose A. Cosentino, and Federico L. Amadeo 
is "people with ties with private oil companies, which are con- 
tractors of YPF." nese people will be responsible for the 
renegotiation of oil contracts with the state enterprise. 


‘onc lusions 


in his concluding remarks, Dr Silenzi di Stagni said: "We find 
that the modification of the price that YPF will pay its con- 

tractors for oil, outside of the contractual readjustment for- 
tulas, is lecaliy invalid, and that if General Bignone were a 

‘onstitutionally chosen president, he should be held liable 
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"This renegotiation will worsen YPF's critical economic and 
financial situation by forcing it to pay, without any valid 
economic or legal reason, over $1 billion to contractors who 
have not complied with their production programs, who have not 
made the investments they had agreed to make, and who are now 
getting a price that is much higher than the price paid to any 
contractor or concession holder abroad. 


"This renegotiation considers only the interest of a small 

group of oil businessmen who have enjoyed exceptional favors 
from high government officials and from the four presidents in 
office during the period of the National Reorganization Process 
ever since 1976. The government authorities have the obligation 
to protect the interests of the community and to exercise an 
effective control over prices of those services or contracts 
which are of great interest to society." 


New YPF Mechanism Proposed 
Buenos Aires LA NACION in Spanish 19 Aug 82 p 8 


[Text] The higher fees that YPF will have to pay to cover the 
new prices set in the oil contract renegotiation, for which a 
decree has again been sent to the exeCutive, with some important 
modifications, has caused the appropriate authorities to study 
the application of a compensation system so that YPF will have 
the necessary funds, without having to borrow. 


Consequently, according to comments made to LA NACION by 
reliable sources, it is apparently the intention of the minis- 
try of energy to extend to these cases the mechanism now used 
for imports or royalties which YPF pays to the provinces for 
petroleum extracted there. In both cases the state organiza- 
tion deducts the higher costs from the amount it has to pay 
for taxes and withholding fees paid to the treasury. 


The Mechanism 


When oil is imported, the difference between the foreign and 
domestic price is compensated by the use of this mechanism, and 
in the reverse case, when byprceducts are exported, this dif- 
ference goes to the treasury as "decompensation." As an exam- 
ple of the amount of funds going to the treasury for taxes on 
fuels, the following approximate figures were given, for prices 
charged to the public: special naphtha, 66.8 percent of the 
price is taxes; ordinary naphtha, 65.3 percent; kerosene, 

44.6 percent; gas oil, 48.7 percent; diesel fuel, 35.2 percent; 
and fuel oil, 21.9 percent. 




















The Decree 

On the subject of the decree, it was reported that the new 

draft decree subjects the applicability of the new rates, to 

be effective starting last July, to the establishment witn YPF 

of an investment or production plan, which the contractors will 
have to negotiate individually with YPF. It should be made clear 
that the higher prices will be paid only on the surplus produced 
above a given production level to be set for each particular 
case, and not on all of the petroleum extracted. 


YPF in Serious Difficulties 
Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 21 Aug 82 p l 


[Text ] kio Gallegos, Santa Cruz. The chairman of YPF, Juan 
Bustos Fernandez, met here with the governor, Brig Gen Diego 
Antonio Lopez, about issues related to oil production, it was 
learned. 

[t is possible that during the conversation they may have spoken 
about the readjustments in oil royalties recently granted to the 
provinces. 


Bustos Fernandez visited several facilities which YPF has here 
before returning to the nation's capital. 


He did not visit Caleta Olivia and Canadon Seco, where there 
are oilfields, as was announced earlier. No reason was given for 
the change in plans. 


Speaking in Comodoro Rivadavia, during the first part of his 
trip, Bustos Fernandez said that YPF‘'s current situation is 
"extremely serious." 


"Tf it were a private company, Iwould say that it is nearing 
bankruptcy," he commented. 


The YPF chairman said the cause of this near-bankruptcy 
Situation is a lack of realism, since "it has been deciared 
a state enterprise, but has not been allowed to operate as 


one; there has simply been a change in status." 
The of ficial indicated that "any company must live on its 


Tv 


earnings, but YPF now receives only a fourth of what any other 
international company earns." 




















The Only One That is Losing Money 


"It really irritates me when people say that YPF is not 
efficient. No company can measure its efficiency on the basis 

of its profits, when what it receives for what it produces is 
four times less than what any other similar company gets." He 
also added that YPF "is the only oil company in the world that is 
losing money." 


"This situation," he said, "is not the result of a lack of 
efficiency, but rather of other factors such as the economic 
policy and rate structure implemented, over which the company 
has no control." 


Debt Not Used for Investments 


He repeated that the debt amounts to about $4.5 billion. This 
money was not used for investments, but it was "borrowed 
dollars that were converted into pesos." 


He stated that YPF's debts in dollars have suffered "tremendously" 
from the devaluations, and the company has had no opportunity, 

as some others have had, to convert their holdings into another 
Currency." 


"IT am a person who defends our national interest, and I believe 
that there are state firms that should continue to be state- 
run, aS in Argentina there are no private firms that could ab- 
sorb them." 


"Oil,"the chairman said, "should remain in the hands of the 
state." In closing, he had some harsh criticism for Dr Silenzi 
di Stagni, who has repeatedly attacked YPF. 


"That man writes science fiction very well, but he doesn't 
know anything about oil." 


7679 
CSO: 3010/2237 

















ENERGY ECONOMICS BARBADOS 


LOW=SPEED DIESEL GENERATING PLANT BEGINS OPERATIONS 


sridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 15 Aug 82 p 2 
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The Barbados Light and Po ver Company’s new low 
speed diesel generating plant at Spring Garden. 
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rage 17 
ENERGY 


SUGAR INDUSTRY RECORDS 


ECONOMICS 


DROP IN OIL CONSUMPTION FOR 1982 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 14 Aug 82 p 3 


[rext] 


CSO: 


WITH FOUR OF 
THE ELEVEN SUGAR 
FACTORIES HAVING 
CEASED PRODUC- 
TION up to July 17, 
the sugar industry has 
recorded a drop in oil 
consumption of 67.4% 
less than was used to 
make a ton of sugar 
during the comparative 
period last crop. 


A release from the Sug- 
ar Industry Authority 
states that as at July 17, 
the factories had used an 
average of 5.19 gallons of 


‘oit to produce a ton of 


302 5/432 


raw sugar. The figures for 
the corresponding period 
last year was 17.52 gallons 
oil to the ton sugar. 

The most spectacular 
drop in oil consumption 
to date has been recorded 
at’ Bernard Lodge where 
at July 22, the factory 
hasd used 2.82 gallons of 
oil to the ton sugar as 
against $3.71 gallons for 


the corresponding period 


last crop. 


A spokesman for the 
Bernard Lodge factory 
said that despite the fact 
that (we air, pre-heaters 
had been installed on the 


10 


» 


Nos. 5 and 6 boilers for 
the current crop, the fac- 
tory's performance was 
mostly due to proper man- 
agement controls, in an 
energy conservation drivé. 


The sugar industry 
was highly criticised at 
the end of last crop by 
the Minister of Agricul- 
ture for the volume of oil 
burnt in the processing of 
sugar. The, Worthy Park 
Estate was singled out for 
special mention having 
used 1.08 gallons oil per 


ton sugar as against an, 


industryrwide. average of 
$0 gallons. 





JAMAICA 














COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BELLLCOSE PLANS TO SOLVE BEAGLE LSSUE UNFAVORABLE TO ARGENTINA 


/ 


Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 4 Aug 82 pp 1, 4 
[Article by J. Lglesias Rouco] 


[Text] In spite of the relatively optimistic reports on the possibility 

ot a rapid agreement with Chile on Beagle, the problem is said to be back 
on a dead end street. According to our sources, the Government in Santiago 
has again taken an intransigent stand on the modifications proposed by 
Argentina to the Papal plan of 12 December 1980, which up to recently Chile 
appeared willing to agree to, such as that which has to do with the so- ° 
called "sea of peace." Together with the Malvinas matter and the renewal 
of talks with the United States, the uncertainty regarding Beagle is today 
the main preoccupation of the Foreign Ministry. Unfortunately, the per- 
sistence of the misunderstandings between the three branches ot the Armed 
Forces and the serious political and institutional crisis which weighs 

on the nation reduce to a minimum its capacity to act on the international 
tront. 








Prospects 
As tar as we know, the situation with Chile could be summarized as follows: 


1) During a recent conversation in Santiago between Listre and Rojas Galdames, 
Chilean minister of foreign relations, the latter is said to have presumed 

that Chile will not accept the elimination of the "sea of peace" as Argen- 
tina wishes. He is also said to have indicated that Santiago will take 

the case to the Hague Court if Buenos Aires does not immediately sign the 
Pope's proposal without any changes. 


2) This stand is not in harmony with the one which some Argentine negotiators 

in Rome--not necessarily Ortiz de Rozas--attributed to the Chileans just 
months ago during the Malvinas War. At that time it was believed that 

Santiago was willing to reach an "acceptable" agreement with Buenos Aires 

by which it would receive sovereignty over the islands with jurisdictional 


a+ =O Ixy 2 + hg n> yao tm thpAa4 le ¢ - 
waters of only oO le miles without a "sea of peace," 


3) Strangely, the impressions gathered recently by Ortiz de Rozas in Rome 
were reportedly not the same as those of Listre in his talks with Rojas 
Galdames. A few hours ago, Listre and Ortiz de Rozas gave out contradic- 
tory reports in Buenos Aires. 


1] 











+) Some Argentine diplomatic circles believe that Monsignor Samore is 
putting pressure on Chile to tacilitate the tinal agreement: k&ut everyone 
agrees that the prospects are very uncertain. The presence of a large 
British torce in the south and the well founded conjectures circulating 
lately in the United States and in Europe with regard to a military alliance 
between Great Britain and Chile lead many to suppose that Santiago is far 
from discarding the possibility of an armed confrontation with Argentina 
aiming not only at Beagle but also at other southern territories. 


Those who now advocate an essentially aggressive policy regarding the Malvi- 
nas should keep this last point very much in mind. Because the fact is 

that such aggressiveness operates, in Western public opinion, in favor 

ot Chilean pretensions in the region to the extent that it contributes 

to presenting Argentina as a "revanchist" and "militaristic" state; this 

is in keeping with the international image which Chile and Great Britain 
have fabricated concerning Argentina. 


Relations with Washington 


The need to rebuild the diplomatic and strategic bonds with the United 
States--in fact, to establish them for the first time on firm bases-~-is 
becoming more urgent than ever tor Buenos Aires. However, up to now Washing- 
ton has not taken the "concrete actions" which Aguirre Lanari requested 

of Shlaudeman during a recent "chance" meeting wit the American ambassador 

in the corridors of the Foreign Ministry. Yesterday Shlaudeman returned 

to San Martin Palace where he spoke with Listre during a "protocol" visit 

but it is still not known whether Washington will support London or Buenos 
Aires at the UN or if it will take a fairly neutral position. 








However, the Bignone government has indicated that it is willing to create 
a new diplomatic bridge between Argentina and the United States, with a 
boost, perhaps, from the new tensions which have developed between the 
Americans and the Europeans, including the British, over the gas pipeline 
between Siberia and Europe. To this end, Aguirre Lanari has decided to 
replace Tackas, and reportedly has the American Government's agreement 

for his replacement. As far as we know, the new Argentinean ambassador 

to Washington will be well known as a politician. We have also been assured 
that the foreign minister will soon interview the secretary of state in 
Santo Domingo during the inauguration of the new president of the Dominican 
Republic. In September the United States will probably take a neutral 
position on the Argentine claims to the Malvinas since the Buenos Aires 
offensive will center on a Mexican document in which only negotiations 
between the parties are demanded--perhaps after negotiations at the last 
minute they will only "urge" instead of "demand." With the exception of 
Chile, all Latin American countries, including Colombia, have promised 

to support the document. Certainly, it is not much, but in view of the 
circumstances Listre and Quijano would have had great difficulty in obtain- 


ing more. 
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[It also remains to be seen what will be t9e outcome of the secret conver- 
sations which have been held lately between Buenos Aires and London. 

The Foreign Ministry does not know anything about them because in fact 

it has had nothing or very little to do with them. But perhaps Mr Braun 
and other Argentine and British entrepreneurs and bankers know some of 
the details. The US $ 5 or 6 billion which Argentina owes English banks 
must bring some weight to bear on the minds in London. The extent or the 
direction ot this is not yet known, however. The same may be said of the 
visits to Argentina in the near future of the Ministers ot Foreign Affairs 
[Italy and Spain aithough in these cases there is an interest in the 
ections--Italian and Spanish--in addition to the economic interests. 


ot 
? 
>| 
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However this may be, no coherent foreign policy can develop here as long 
as there is not also a coherent political power with clearly defined objectives. 
At present, that does not seem to be likely to exist in the near future. 


Not even the recomposition ot the military junta--the idea of a civilian 
vice president has by now been almost set aside--will insure a compact 
front to the outside world. There are many differences among the military 
chiefs on this and many other subjects. Besides, the nation is overwrought 
by the fear of a coup or of coups which might interrupt the current process 
of "democratization." According to some of our sources, such a prospect 
would be precisely what may have caused Brig Gen Lami Dozo to make a state- 
ment day before yesterday and toarrange interviews beginning today and 
until Saturday with Nicolaides, Trimarco and other division generatls and 
also with several admirals, among whom are some of Messera's friends. 





Lami Dozo is working toward a continuance of complete rule by the junta 
until 1984 and in addition, toward the "process" leaving an inheritance, 
that is, a party which will struggle for the ideals of 1976. FUFEPO [Popular 
Federalist Force] and other groups have welcomed the project. This is 

not the case with leaders of the major parties. Even moderate Robledo 

has said that a party cannot be set up by those in power--as if Peronism 
had not been conceived in 1943 by the military men of the GOU [Group of 
United Officers] and the nationalists and populists of the Army who had 
just overthrown Castillo. In fact, it is hard to understand the attitudes 
of the major parties. It is probable--some think it certain--that Lami 
Dozo's plan is due to his personal political ambitions, which have become 
more important than in the past for him since he will retire soon. But 

it is also true that by this scheme the head of the Air Force is proposing 
a party which, in a way, would make a coup more difficult. Thus, the pre- 
sumed majority parties should see in such a party a sort of insurance. 

Or is it that they do not much teel like majority parties? 





But atter all, Argentina is spending its days and hours--perhaps wasting 
them--in the midst o; the greatest confusion. Attention is paid only to 
those who shout the most. The lack of institutions and of decency competes 
with the lack of common sense. No one can say today with certainty where 
we are going, or toward wimt, within our territory or outside of it. 


Q?O4 
CSU: S010 /2) 
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COUNTRY SECT LON INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


CENTRAL AMERICAN GRAIN PRODUCTION SURPLUS 
Tegucigalpa LA TRIBUNA in Spanish 26 Jul 82 p 2 


[Text] The Coordinating Commission for Trade and Stabilization of Essential 
Grains, at its 23d regular Central American meeting held in Tegucigalpa last 
Friday and Saturday, concluded that there is a favorable outlook for 1982-1983 
because substantial surpluses in agricultural products are projected, which 
portend an abundance of the same products in the region. 


However, the commission did not cease to be concerned in the face of the 
surplus, because of the tremendous responsibility that the price stabilizing 
organizations will have in confronting the situation, which will generate re- 
quests for financial resources to purchase grains and, basically, will limit 
the storage capacity that these organizations have available. 


In this regard, there was a consensus to strengthen the process of regional 
coordination and cooperation, with a view to unite efforts to overcome the 
surplus situation. 


On the other hand, the commission comparatively studied the grain prices that 
will operate in Central America in the 1982-1983 period, and observed that 
there continue to be substantial differences in all of them, which indicates 
that the setting of prices is affected by various policy elements in market 
relationships, among the growers as much as among the consumers. 


According to the commission, Costa kica and Nicaragua are the two countries 
that show the most appreciable increase in their production, which they attri- 
bute to the political changes that have occurred in each of these countries. 


The commission, it was reported, will seek mechanisms to establish a certain 
equality or uniformity regarding grain prices, which will be in force for the 
whole region. 


Manuel Martinez, representative of the Permanent Secretariat of the General 
Treaty for Central American Economic Integration (SIECA), recalled that at the 
22d meeting of the commission held in Guatemala last year, it was requested 

of SIECA and of the Central American Bank of Fconomic Integration (BCIE) that 
they study the establishment of an organization for financing and marketing 
agricultural products from the member countries of both institutions. 
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(he participants at the meeting concluded by repeating the request, under dire 
need, that as soon as possible this financing mechanism should begin to oper- 


ate. 
As the meeting concluded, it was learned that Costa Rica will have surpluses 


in rice, Guatemala in corn and beans, El Salvador in sorghum and Honduras in 
corn. Nicaragua will try to increase its production for the next cycle. 


CSO: 3010/2179 
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COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


CENTRAL AMERICAN TRADE FACING WORSE CRISIS 
San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 1 Aug 82 p 4A 


[Article by Lafitte Fernandez R.: ‘Regional Trade Faces Worst Crisis in its 
History" ] 


[Text] Mercomun, the Central American Common Market (CACM) is facing the 
biggest crisis in its history, according to a statement by local economic 
authorities, because of the impoverishment of all the member nations and their 
political differences. 





Costa Rica has not escaped these problems, since it has trade conflicts with 
Guatemala and Honduras, while other countries are not paying for its exports 
at the rate that is desired to reactivate the economy of the local growers. 


The decision of the Guatemalan authorities to close their borders to Costa 

Rican products and the similar measure that was adopted here as a reprisal 

seems to increase the crisis that with measures of this kind is threatening 
to spill over into other countries of the region. 


Jorge Madrigal, director of economic integration for the Ministry of Economy, 
warned that the situation is very "serious,'' while the president of the 
Chamber of Industries, Benjamin Piza, described the decision of the Guatemalan 
authorities as a "catastrophy." 


Next week a governmental mission headed by Minister of Economy Marco A. Lopez 
will travel to Guatemala to try to resolve the problem. 


However, what most worries local observers is that despite the growing deter- 
ioration of the CACM they do not expect joint solutions but only bilateral 
conversations, which they consider "temporary patches." 


Situation 


Costa Rican trade now has its biggest problem with Guatemala, despite Guatemala's 
traditionally having been the biggest buyer and the best payer for the national 
products. 


A few days ago, Guatemala's minister of economy, Julio Matheu, informed Costa 
Rican authorities of the decision to suspend free trade for all Costa Rican 
products except medicines. 
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in 1Y81 Costa Rica sold to Guatemala $74,200,000 and bought trom Cuatemala 
564,700,000. Costa Rica obtained a positive trade balance otf $9,500,000. 


During the first 6 months of this year, the positive balance that Costa Rica 
achieved in its trade with Guatemala was about $5 million. 


Because these sales are so substantial, the national businessmen are worried 
about the new measure. 

[t is supposed that the provision by the Guatemalan authorities obeys, among 
other reasons, the fact that they feel themselves affected by the recent ex- 
change rules that the Central Bank has adopted. 


Costa Rican officials believe that the unilateral measure approved by Guate- 
mala represents one of the few cases in the CACM's history in which borders 
are closed to a country without first having a dialog or discussing trade 


problems. 


With the visit of the Costa Rican mission, we will try to establish this dia- 
log. Besides Economy Minister Lopez, Vice Minister of Economy Odalier Villa- 
lobos and economic integration director Madrigal will go to Guatemala. 


the industrialists will meet next Tuesday with Lopez to examine trade with 
Guatemala. 


Guatemalan trade with Nicaragua, Honduras and El Salvador will also be affect- 
ed by the unilateral measures. 


ihe Central American News Agency (ACAN-EFE) reported yesterday from Tegucigalpa 
that the Covernment of Honduras will also limit imports of products made in 
Guatemala as a retort to measures announced by Guatemala in this regard. 


The Honduran Ministry of Economy announced that tomorrow it will officially 
disclose the decision, besides the list ot products subjected to restriction 
in the two republics. 


lt is believed in Honduras that almost 70 percent of the products that Honduras 


exports to Guatemala are affected by the restriction imposed in Guatemala and 
that there is no other alternative but to protect itself with the same measure. 


Other Countries 


Costa Rica also has a latent trade disagreement with Honduras, which a few 
days avo also threatened to close its borders to Costa Rican products. 


fhe Hondurans, just Like the Guatemalans, believe themselves aftected by the 
exchange policies ot the Central Bank. 


However, local experts say that before adopting a measure like the one describ- 


ed above, the Hondurans consented to have a dialog and are now discussing a 
method to solve the problem. 
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In 1981 Costa Rica exported $33,300,000 to Honduras and bought only $16,300,000. 
Costa Rica achieved a positive trade balance of $17 million, which possibly con- 
tributes toward sustaining the disagreement. 


Meanwhile, El Salvador is presenting other problems for the Costa Rican expor- 
ters, since much of the merchandise is not paid for in the required time as a 
result of the economic crisis facing that nation. 


In 1981 Costa Rica obtained a positive balance of $4,800,000 in trade with El 
Salvador, while now the importers have problems in obtaining toreign currency 
to buy these goods. 


Panama is the only nation that is maintaining normal trade with Costa Rica, 
despite the fact that they recently protested against Central Bank's exchange 
measures and a delegation had to travel to Panama to avoid deterioration in 
economic relations. 


Industrialists 


Mr Benjamin Piza said that all the phenomena and decisions seen in recent 
months in the operating of the CACM could "put an end to" this free trade 
Organization. 


He believed that in the face of the bilateral solutions being proposed, the 
Central American leaders should have a meeting to achieve a consensus. 





However, it is precisely the political differences which, joined with the 
economic problems of the region, are also contributing to create the crisis, 
according to experts. 


Political unrest has sprung from the opposition that the majority of the 
nations in the region display to having a dialog with representatives of the 
Government of Nicaragua. 





CSO: 3010/2179 
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INTER“-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


(RADE UNION LEADERS CRITICIZE CARIBBEAN GOVERNMENTS 


Antiunion Policies 


Georgetown GUYANA CRHNICLE in English 18 Aug 82 p 1 


LT 


ext | 


Two trade unionists 
participating in the i4- 
nation conference in 
Georgetown yesterday 
expressed the hope that 
out of the meeting would 
come proposals’ for 
unions in the region to 
have a say in the 
economic policy decisions 
of their territories. 

Mr. Tony Dobkins of 
Jamaica said the policies 
of the present govern- 
ment there were 
‘inimical to the interests 
of the unions.” 

“This is a big problem 
and the unions will have 
to come up with some 
solution,’’ said Mr. 
Dobkins whose union 
represents electricity and 
airport workers. 


Mr. Cyril Roberts of St. 
Vincent said there ought 
to be a better relation- 
ship between his 4,000- 
strong union which 
represents public sector 
workers, and the 
government, since the 
iatter tended not to in- 
clude the unions in any 
dialogue. 

Speaking In a radio ~- 
interview yesterday 
morning, Mr. Dobkins 
said the situation was the 


19 


same in Jamaica where 
the Government tended to 
exclude the unions from 
dialogue. 

Mr. Dobkins hoped that 
proposals to remedy the 
situation would come out 
of the seminar. Already a 
paper presented by 
Guyanese Attorney-at- 
Law Ashton Chase had 
stirred new ideas, the 


Jamaican unionist told 
his interviewer. 

Appearing with the two 
Caribbean unionists on 
the programme was Cde 
Grantley Culbard of the 
Clerical anc Commercial 
Workers’ Union which co- 
sponsored the week-long 
meeting. | 

Commenting on trade 
unionism in Jamaica, Mr. 
Dobkihs said unions, 
excepting his, were 
suffering from a 
leadership problem 
because many of the 
leaders had gohe into 
politics,and <« young 
radical vuniversity 
graduates were reluctant 
to become trade 
unionists. 

The unionists praised 
the hospitality extended 
to them by Guyanese. 





























Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 18 Aug 82 p 4 


LExcerpt] 


Georgetown 


[Excerpts] 


Charges by Guyanese 


The Trade Union 
Congress and the 
government are 
both responsible for 
the present state of 
affairs in this 
country, declared 
NAACIE General 
Secretary, Nafne 


kishore paul, in 
an address to local 
and foreign 


delegates attending 
an International 


Leadership 
Seminar here, 
yesterday. 

The National 
Association of 
Agricultural, Com- 
mercial, and Industrial 


Employees official 
charged trade union 
leaders who had affiliated 
their unions to the ruling 
party, with having 
‘“‘contributed in a large 
way to the sufferings ‘of 
the workers,”’ 

He expressed con- 
fidence, however, in the 
capacity of Guyanese 
workers to overcome the 
present economic crisis. 

He told the gathering 
which included Vice- 
President, Economic 
Planning ‘and Finance, 
Desmond Hoyte, and 
Labour, Manufacturi 
and Industrial. 
Development Minister, 
Kenneth Denny, that 
within recént times 
goes were being 

rought to bear on 
workers and trade unions 





Additional Criticism 


GUYANA CHRONICLE in 


LABOUR leaders from 
both developed and 
devicoping countries 
attending an in- 
ternational leadershi 
seminar here, have sai 
the industrial relations 
climate in their countries 
was inimical to the best 
interests of the working 
class. 

First Vice-President of 
the International 
Federation of Clerical, 
Commercial, 
Professional, and 
Technical Employees, 
Thomas Wuhaley told the 
Chronicle yesterday that 
labour relations are 
“very bad in the US. 
presently. We have more 
workers unemployed now 
than in 1930 at the height 
of the Great Depression,’’ 
he added. 

Antigua Workers’ 


English 20 Aug 82 p 5 


Union President, 
Malcolm Daniel also had 
cause to complain. 

Our industrial relations 
climate is not what it 
should be,’’ he told the 


Chronicle. ‘Our 
collective bargaining 
machinery has been 


hampered since the in- 
troduction of an 
Industrial Court in my 
country. Instead of sitting 
down to bargain with us 
employees are new quick 


to say, ‘‘Take it to the 
court 

The AWU President 
said the employment 
situation in Antigua was 
‘very bad.”’ 

He was particularly 
concerned, however, that 
the Industrial Court be 
scrapped. “Right now we 
have a battle with the 
United States naval 
facility on the island,’’ he 
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in the Caribbean to settle 
for wage _ increases 
within guidelines set by 
governments. 

He referred to cases in 
Jamaica, Barbados, 
Trinidad, and _ other 
Caribbean countries 
where such pressures 
were resisted by strike 
action. He then 
demanded that workers 
who were retrenched be 
adequately compensated. 

In a ten-point recom- 
mendation to the local 
movement, the NAACIE 
official called for a return 
to democracy within 
every trade union, a 
reduction in the number 
of unions in existence, 
and investigation of 
possibilities o es nage, 
credit union facilities a 
the establishment of 
workers’ banks. 


disclosed. ‘‘We are in the 
industrial court § for 
nearly two years now 
without being heard.’’ 
And Cyril ‘Roberts, 
President General of St. 
Vincent’s Commercial, 
Allied and Technical 
Workers Union is keen 
“to maintain a policy of 


/meaningful dialogue with 
government and all 
employers.” 


‘‘Government invited a 
lot of foreign investors 
and gave them a lot of 
concessions, but because 
of the high unem- 
ployment figure and low 
salaries in our economy, 
generally, they are taking 
advantage of workers,” 
he claimed, singling out 
what he termed the major 
offender in * PICO a 
Jewish American firm 
manufacturing electrical 
components on the island. 











CARIBBEAN BANANA GROWERS GET AID FROM PACKING COMPANY 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 19 Aug 82 p 12 


(rext] 
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THE Windward Islands 
banana industry is getting 
a $300 000 shot in the 
arm. 


It's coming from the St. 
Lucia-based Windward 
[slands Packagin 
Company Limite 
(WINERA), in the form of 
a major relief package for 
banana growers. 


Benefitting immediately 
from the package, which, 
in fact, will be a further 
reduction in the price of 
the WINERA banana box, 
will be growers in 
Dominica, Grenada and 
St. Lucia. A similar price 
reduction, representing a 
saving of some $200 000 
to the growers, was 
announc in February, 
by WINERA. 


Making the disclosure 
in Serbatics recently, was 
WINERA's general 
manager, Dennis 
LaBassiere. LaBassiere 
said the further reduction 
in the price of the banana 
box, was part of the 
company’s sustained 
efforts to inject new life 
into the industry. 


LaBassiere said the 
Banana Growsrs 
Associations of Dominica, 
Grenada and St. Lucia, 
now stand to save some 
$30 000 monthly, 
depending on the quantity 
of boxes required by their 
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respective industries. 


WINERA said 
LaBessiere, was now 
moving to initiate 


discussions with the St. 
Vincent Banana Growers 
Association, with a view 
to providing similar cost 
benefits to the industry 
there. If these discussions 
prove fruitful, = said 
LaBassisre, the entire 
Windward Islands 
banana industry would 
enjoy bi significant 
reduction in operating 
costs. 

The WINERA general 
manager said his com- 
pany shad a= moral 


responsibility to assist the 
Windward Islands 
Banana Growers 

Association (WINBAN). 


He said: “‘We cannot have 
a weak WINBAN and a 


strong WINERA”. 
LaBassiere said the 
recently-formed con- 


sultative committee which 
is made up of WINERA 
representatives, 
representatives of Geest 
Industries and WINBAN, 
had already made great 
strides in the area of 
technological im- 
provements, aimed at 
reducing costs to the 
grower. 


The time has come, he 
said, for a jong-term view 


to be taken of the in- 
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dustry, and WINERA 
must be in the forefront of 
this expansion 
programme. We _ must 
now look positively at 
identifying a Jocation for 
possible diversification, 
and identifying a specific 
island which could be a4 
suitable location for such 
a venture.”’ 


‘We plan to expand to 
the Northern part of the 


_ Eastern Caribbean: 
Antigua, St Kitts, the 
Virgin Islands, St. 


Maarten, and, indeed, as 
far north as Haiti, which 
we envisage would brin 

a greater measure oO 

security to both WINERA 
and the Windward 
Islands banana in- 


| dustry." 


WINERA, located at 
Vieux Fort, on the pic- 
turesque southern tip of 
St. Lucia, is a _ joint 
venture between 
Papalera Industrial of 
Venezuela and the 
Governments of St. Lucia, 
St. Vincent, Grenada and 
Dominica. 


The company, which is 
this year celebrating its 
10th Anniversary, 
provides employment for 
more than 120 persons, 
and manufacturers the 
bulk of the banana boxes 
for the Windward Islands 
banana industry. 








COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


ELECTORAL GUIDELINES, POLITICAL PARTIES COMPOSITION 
Parties Law Discussed 
Buenos Aires CONVICCION in Spanish 4 Aug 82 pp 14-15 


[Text] Yesterday the message accompanying submission of the Organic Law for 
Political Parties was disclosed, along with major elements of the draft. Both 
items were distributed by the Secretariat of Public Information with a schedule 
indicating the periods of time allotted to the steps of party reorganization 
leading up to party elections. Also included was a table showing--with the last 
figures for members registered by the national electoral court before 1976--which 
national groups would be recognized today on the basis of the new law's require- 
ment of 2 per thousand of the national census total. 


"This government's mission consists in opening the political channels for the 
free play of institutions," the submission message says, noting further, "Seek- 
ing the public's opinion then renders necessary the immediate reorganization of 
the parties." 


On the basis of the so-called "Illia Statute," ratified in 1965 by Law 16.652 and 
the slight modifications introduced by the last Parliament in 1973 through Law 
20.018, the new legislation that will govern the country's political life gener- 
ally favors the creation of a broad spectrum of parties, with groups representing 
various points of view. 


In each electoral district (the provinces, the federal capital, and the terri- 
tory of Tierra del Fuego), a party may form if it reaches a membership represent- 
ing at least 4 per thousand of the total number of voters in the district up to 
a maximum of 2 million voters. This means that with at least ®,000 members, any 
political group may be active in the two districts that contain the maximum num- 
ber of voters, the federal capital and Ruenos Aires Province. 


On a national scale, a party will achieve legal status with that figure if it 

is recognized in five districts and demonstrates that its national membership 

is no less than 2 per thousand of the national census figure. This minimum re- 
quirement is lower than the one established by the previous law ( 3 per thousand). 
It thus makes possible national recognition of a larger number of groups, while 
not requiring (as previously) that the five districts needed to satisfy the guide- 
line be the major ones. That is, a party with 2-per-thousand membership in the 
country's five smallest districts can be active nationally. 
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Olicor tinportast cloment considered in the draft was that of the validity of 
Ziaoting memberships. The decision was made to invalidate party membership rolls 
wiile approving a system of mass sSigning-up for the creation of new membershi} 
lists to be approved ultimately by the electoral court. This decision accounted 
for the fact that many of the political groups active before 1976 had membership 
lists that are no longer valid in 1982, many of the groups having disappeared 
from the political scene (See the table). 


Finally, the law establishes a schedule for reorganization of the parties that 
provides for a maximum of 13 months from the date the law takes effect in which 
to elect party officials (See the table). 


National Party Memberships, 1976 


Total Members 
Submitted to Date of 


Party Electoral Court Recognition 
Popular Conservative 33,429 7/21/72 
Progressive Democrat 12,999 7/28/72 
Federal 9,303 3/31/75 
Popular Left Front 24,449 6/15/72 
Intransigent 49,912 6/23/72 
Justicialista 562,456 1/26/72 


Labor 8,709 8/23/73 
Integration and Development 


Movement 87,099 4/25/72 
Nationalist Movement 2,977 3/26/74 
New Force 55,262 6/16/72 
Popular Christian 5,703 3/3/72 
Revolutionary Christian 26,383 7/3/72 
Democratic Socialist 30,238 1/4/73 
Popular Socialist 9,550 1/15/73 
Radical Civic Union 517,565 12/16/71 
Popular Union 46,380 V/ 0/7 
Draft-law requirement: , [as published] of the national census, which is approxi- 


mately equivalent to 35,000 members. 


Only 6 of the 16 national political parties (according to the number of members 
certified at their previous recognition) have the required percentage under the 


T } 


now Law for Political Parties. 


According to the above table, given to journalists with the general outlines of 
the mew Law for Political Parties, the groups must demonstrate that they have ap- 

per thousand of the national 
census figure. The groups that met the requirement before the military's pro- 
clamation otf 24 March 1976 are the Justicialista Party (562,456 members), the 
Radical Civic Union (517,565), the Integration and Development Movement (87,099), 
New Force (55,202), the Intransigent Party (49,912), and the Popular Union 
(46,380). 


proximately 35,000 members, a figure equivalent to 2 
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The previous law (called the "Mor Roig Law") required 3-per-thousand memberships 
in five electoral districts, but did not insist that the percentage be achieved in 
the so~called "big" districts. The table shows the 16 groups that had obtained 
legal recognition under the previous law. 


Schedule for Reorganization of Political Parties 
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Key: 
l. Request for reorganization. 3. Period allotted for 
2. Period for signing up. additional signups. 


4. Party elections. 


The first month after the new law takes effect shall be devoted to reorganization 
of the parties so that the signup period can begin, taking 6 months, or up to 

9 months if there are well-founded reasons for extending the period. The follow- 
ing 3 months will be used by all the parties for election of their officials. 

The schedule thus provides for the possibility that a political group will com- 
plete its reorganization within at least 9 months, 12 months at most. 


Lineaments of the Law 
Buenos Aires CONVICCION in Spanish 4 Aug 82 pp 14-15 


[Text] The chief elements of the draft of the Organic Law for Political Parties 
that was just submitted by the president are given below. 

District Partles: 

Requirements for recognition: 

To obtain recognition as a district party, a group shall demonstrate that it has 


a membership equaling 4 per thousand of the local census figure up to a maximum 
of 2 million voters. In practice, this amounts to a reduction of the figure for 


“~ 
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federal capital and Buenos Aires districts to a maximum of 2 million voters, 


7 


and thus the minimum requirement will be met in those districts with 8,00O members. 


National Parties: 


Requirements for recognition: 





To act aS a national party, a group shall achieve legal/political status in five 
districts and demonstrate that throughout the country it has a membership of at 
least 2 per thousand of the national census figure. 


Electoral Alliances: 


On this subject, the draft law allows parties to form them for an election, 
while retaining the membership levels required by law for recognition. 


~ 


nfederations and Merging of Parties: 


The law provides for the creation of confederations of both national and district 
parties as well as mergers of parties without there being substantial changes 


In present laws. 
Intervention in Districts by National Parties: 


Concerning this, the law provides that intervention may be decided upon by the 
national deliberative body on the basis of clear violations of the charter or 
the law. It may not exceed 1 year. 


Party Doctrine: 


The parties shall adhere to the statement of principles and conditions for politi- 
cal activity set forth at the beginning and end of the Constitution. This ex- 

cludes, consequently, the parties that in practice or internal character advocate 
denial of human rights, replacement of the democratic system, illegal, systematic 


use of force, and concentration of power in the hands of an individual. 
Government and Organization: 


The draft law will include recognition of varticipation by minorities in party 
foverning bodies and on slates of candidates in the manner established by the 


party's charter. 


Conceraing this, the following changes have been made: A 180-day period is estab- 
lished after which the applicant will be considered accepted if not rejected by 


party officials. 


member should cance] membership definitely so that he can join another party. 
There are penalties for dual membership. 














Party officials are required to inform the electoral court when memberships are 
cancelled. A request to join may be entered with party officials, the electoral 
court, or the Post Office. 


In addition, the new membership cards issued by the electoral court will include 
identification of the party. 


Party Elections: 

The law establishes a system of direct, secret voting by members for party offi- 
cials. It also contains a modification requiring participation by members in 
party elections so that they will be valid, the level being set at 10 percent 

of the minimum required (4 per thousand) to obtain recognition in the district. 
Term of Office of Party Officials: 

The term of office may not exceed 4 years. 


System of Legal Recourse: 


This involves the member's right to go before the court when his rights have been 
ignored and avenues within the party have been exhausted. 


Among the provisions intended to govern the process of compliance with the law 
for parties already recognized are: 


1) Extension of terms of office for party officials. 
2) Designation of legal overseers to supervise the process of party organization. 
3) Requirement to renew memberships to obtain finai recognition. 

1982 Figures for Voters 
Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 18 Aug 82 p 5 
{Text] The National Electoral Court has reported that the number of voters in 
the national civil register as of 30 June 1982 is 17,714,746, of which 8,901,851 
are women and 8,812,895 are men. 
The number of illiterates is 1,129,502, or 6.38 percent of the total; there is 


no breakdown for men and women. There are 286,502 naturalized citizens, or 
1.62 percent of the total. 


The figures for all electoral districts in the country are given in the table 
that follows [See next page]. 
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(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

DISTRITOS . ANALFA- | WATURA. 
GLECTUORALES . AENING ASCULINO TOTAL BETOS » AZADOB & 
Cop. Federol | ? 080.751 | °.205.616 | 2.286.367 | 22.013 | 0,97 | 138.677 | 6,06 
Bs. Aires 3.263.072 | 3.023850 | 6.286.922 | 230.060 | 3.66 |} 71.422 | 1,14 
Cotamarca 67 681 66.312 133.993 |} 12,497 | 9,33 217 | 0,16 
Chaco 210.237 244.284 454.521 | 81.397 } 17,90 2.593 | 0,57 
Chubut 66.16) 74.749 140,910 | 13117 | 930 | 4042 | 2,87 
Cordoba 825.584 800.397 | 1.625.961 | 116.484 | 7,1 7167 | 0,44 
Corrientes 427.20 219.242 446.513 | 82.610 | 18,50 1.520 | 0,34 
krtre Rios 312.832 312.081 624.913 | 63769 | 10,20 | 3340 | 0,53 
tormosa 78.019 88.959 166.978 | 20799 11246 | 4060 | 2,43 

“quy (06.427 106.545 212972 | 21.053 | 988 | 2502 | 1,17 
Lo Pampo 67.656 -73.885 141.54) | 10.14 | 7,17 1.116 | O79 
Lo Rioja 54.010 51.065 105.075 | 8856 | 843 390 | 0,37 
Mendoza 381.003 366.514 747.517 | 57.685 | 7,72 | 9.007 | 1,20 
Misiones 148.900 158.495 307.395 | 23241 | 7.56 | 4966 | 1,62 
Neuquen 57.349 63.445 120.794 | 14.495 | 12,00 1.330 } 1,10 
Rio Negro 91 093 96.865 187.958 | 22388 | 11,91 3.013 | 1,60 
Satto 188.986 199.238 968.224 | 47.887 {1233 3208 | 083 
Son Juon 149 474 143.432 292.906 | 20.009 | 683 1279 | 0,44 
Son Luss 72.167 71.410 143.577 | 15.08) | 10,47 447 | 0,31 
Sonto Cruz 26.232 29 269 §5,501 | 1457 | 262 |] 4154 | 7,48 
Santa Fe 855.691 820.033 | 1.675.724 | 96762 | 577 | 10.510 | 0,63 
Sgo delfstero , 209.643 219 100 428.743 | 81533 | 19,02 745 | 0,17 
T del Fuego 4.001 6.553 10.554 { 868 | 822 | 1659 | 10,03 
Tucumen 306 652 305.419 612.062 | 63.211 110,33 | 2717 | 044 
Consulodos 50.959 66.716 117.675 1 2134 | 1,81 7.031 | 5,97 
TOTAL 8.901.851 } 8.812.895 |17714.746111129.507| 638 1286502 } 3,62 
Electoral district. 4, Illiterate. 
Female. 5. Naturalized. 
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BAHAMAS 
UNION BLASTS CRITICAL EDITORIAL IN OFFICIAL PLP ORGAN 
Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 18 Aug 82 p 1 
[Text] 
THE BAHAMAS * pi 
Communications and Public ae eee, pe Aoreisi oa gy 967 


Officers Union has branded a 
July 29 editorial in The Herald, 
the PLP mouthpiece, as 
“hypocritical propagandistic 
rubbish.” 

The editorial welcomed the 
fact that the union “‘deigned” 
to sign a contract with Batelco, 
but suggested that it would not 
be long before the union found 
“yet another excuse to walk 
off their jobs...that might be 
cause enough for six more 
weeks of industrial strife and 
unnecessary vitriol.”’ 

The editorial claimed that 
the signing of the now defunct 
Memorandum of 
Understandi between the 
PLP and Trade Union Congress 
Orought unprecedented growth 
in the strength of trade unions 
over the past five years. 

It stated that “‘suddenly the 
unions over the last half decade 
made it plain that nationalism 
had gone by the board and all 
that mattered was bread and 
butter, and to hell if all of us 
sunk down in the mud in the 
process.” 

The Herald also claimed that 
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Bethel and Leonard Archer, 
president of the TUC and 
Teachers Union, contributed to 
the situation by seeming to tie 
their struggle in with an 
attempt to unseat the 
Government since it was an 
election year. 

The union said this was 
“nothing but hypocritical 
propagaadist rubbish and yet 
another attempt to discredit 
and intimidate outspoken 
union leaders.” 

*“*Characteristically, the 
entire Herald editorial was a 
cleverly concocted deception, 
wet with anti-labour venom,” a 
press statement by the union 
said. “It graphically laid out a 
fundamental hatfed for the 
labouring masses of _ this 
country and the disrespect ‘and 
contempt harboured for their 
organizations.” 

The union said that the 
whole thrust of the PLPs 
association with trade unions 
was primarily to protect and 
promote the interests of the 
labouring masses who put the 
party in power. 

The union said that all 











demonstrations prior to 1967 
(including the crippling 1958 
General Strike) were for more 
“bread and butter” for the 
workers. and for a more 
equitéble share of the 
economic wealth which was 
based on their sweat. 

It said that nationalism was 
never a substitute for social 
and economic justice. 

“But the scene today has 
radically changed,’’ warned the 
union. “Trade unions that are 
not prepared to become 
toothless instruments of the 
State and whose leaders refuse 


to become mindless puppets of 
political masters are now 
regarded as stooges of their 
erst while comrades-in-arms. 

“By steady progression the 
powers-that-be have reverted to 
the very practices and 
philosophies they supposedly 
fought so. tenaciously to 
uproot,” the union said. 

The. union also said it could 
not be held responsible for any 
failure by Batelco to provide 
necessary services to the 
public. It said this was the 
responsibility of management. 

















DEFENSE FORCE GAINS TWO NEW BOATS, BRINGING FLEET TO 12 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 17 Aug 82 p 1 


LArticle by Athena Damianos] 


Cr xt] 


THE BAHAMAS Defence 
Force has purchased two new 
30-foot vessels, bringing the 
total number of “official” craft 
in the fleet to 12. The new 
craft cost $273,000. 


And Commodore 
Christopher Belton, 
Commander of the Defence, 
today told The Tribune there 
are plans in the pipeline for the 
purchase of additional craft. 

The Phoenix “runabout” 
vessels arrived in Nassau from 
Miami yesterday morning 
under the command . of 
Sub-Lieutenants Jaimes Wallace 
and Harvey Sweeting. 

The craft, P32 and P33, 
were met by their two sister 
ships, P30 and P3i, off Cat 
Cay. Weapons were turned over 
to them and the new craft 
actually arrived in Nassau on 
patro!. 

The first boats, P30 and 
P31, arrived in June last year 
and arrested eight boats and 16 
Americans on drug charges on 
the way. 

But if is not known whether 
the new craft were purchased 
with part of the $5.5 million 
the Cuban Government paid as 
compensation for the sinking 
ot the 103-foot Flamingo in 
April, 1980. 

Commodore Belton was 
unable to comment on this 
today. He said it was a Ministry 
of Finance matter. 
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‘to change 


At the inspection of P30 and 
P31 last June, Prime Minister 
Pindling said the $5.5 million 
would be used for the purchase 
of a larger vessel of 80 or 105 


feet. 

“We may go for two slightly 
smaller vessels,” he added. 

Asked today if there were 
plans to replace Flamingo, 
Commodore Belton referred 
The Tribune to the Speech 
from The Throne and confirmed 
that there are plans in the 
pipeline. 

In the Speech from the 
Throne, Governor-General Sir 
Gerald Cash said “additional 
patrol craft will be acquired 


and the airborne capability of 
the Force will be increased by 
the acquisition of additional 
aircraft."” The Defence Force is 
known to have one small plane. 
Asked to comment on 
rumours that the Defence 
Force base in Coral Harbour is 
location, 
Commodore Belton said 
“There have been rumours 
about that, but I’m not in a 
position to comment.” 
Commodore Belton felt the 


Defence Force was progressing 
at a good pace. 

“‘We're managing tu 
maintain quite a reasonah'e 
presence and these two aats 
will help us do that,” he said. 

Commodore Belton’ was 
satisfied that the level of drug 
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‘rattickhang in Bahamian waters 
was been reduced. 

“The Coast Guard and the 
US Government have been 
carrying out quite a 
campaign,” he said. “We 


co-operate closely with the US 
Government and it’s been a 
combined effort.” 


Commodore Belton was verv 
pleased with the acquisition of 
the two new craft. He said it 
WaS important to have a 
baianced Force with large and 
smailer craft : 


“The bigger the boat is the 


more restricted it is in terms of 
depth,” he said, adding that 
the new craft are ideally suited 
to the shallow waters of the 
Bahamas. The Phoenix craft 
have been particularly useful in 
collecting intelligence, another 
—okesman for the Defence 
force said. 


“We learned a lot from the 
first two (Phoenix craft) as one 
always does,” Commordore 
Belton said. As a result, some 
modifications have been made 
to the new craft. 


“We haven’t had any major 
problems with them, (P30 and 


P31), but I think weve 
managed to iron out the lew 
small irritations that we had,” 
he said. 


There are currently 12 boats 
in the Defence Force; the four 
Phoenix craft, one 103-foot 
vessel, Marlin; three 60-footers 
built by Vosper Thornycraft oi 
the UK — Inagua, Exuma ani 
Abaco and two. other 
60-footers Andros and 
Eleuthera, which belonged to 
the old Marine Police division 

The Defence Force has also 
taken over two drug boats and 
named them Fort Montagu, 
30-feet, and Fort Charlofte, 
160-feet. 














ONE OF THE TWO NEW 30-FOOT PHEONIX “RUNABOUTS” the Defence Force 
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has recently acquired is photographed b 

é \ y Franklyn Robinson. They are equipped wi 

pete machine guns, have a speed in excess of 25 knots, a te can ye ag 

gta nate system and can comfortably sleep four. The new P-32 is captained by 
lieutenant Harvey Sweeting and P-33 is captained by sub-lieutenant James Wallace 


They cost $273,000. 
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TOURIST ARRIVALS UP IN JULY, FIRST HALF OF 1982 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 16 Aug 82 p 1 


[rext] 


THE MINISTRY _ ot 
Tourism, buoyed by = an 
increase in visitors m Grand 
Bahama has annotnmeed an 


18.6 per cent rise in tourist 
arrivals for the month of July 
with cumulative figures for the 
frst seven months of the year 
up by 1.9 per cent. 

The big increase was due to 
an intlux of cruise passengers - 


up 32.2 per cent for the 
month 
The Ministry said that 


188,000 visitors arrived in July 
compared with 158,500 for the 
same month last year. 

During the January-July 
period this year, 1,174,260 
visitors arrived compared with 
1,152,110 during the same 
period last year. 

The Ministry said that 
Family Island visitors were up 
17.4 per cent in July, but 
declined 2.3 per cent for the 
year to date. 

New Providence showed a 
0.1 per cent increase in July 


and a drop of 8.8 per cent tor 
the year to date. 


In Grand Bahama, artivals 


‘increased by 63.7 per vent in 


July and were up 25.3 per cent 
for the first seven months. This 
was due mainly to a huge 
increase in Cruise passengers 
up from 7,920 to 31,530 in 
July — a 298 per cent increase. 
But air arrivals were also up 3.2 
per cent from 30,670 to 
31,640. 


Ag visitors in July were up 
8.5 per cent while sea visitors 
increased by 32.2 per cent. 


For the year to date, air 
visitors are down 2.7 per cent 
while sea visitors are up 9.7 per 
cent. (See Delta Airlines story 
this page.) 


The statistics provided by 
the Immigration Department 
afe a preliminary head count of 
all foreign visitors and transit 
arrivals excluding ship crews, 
diplomatic personnel and 
returning residents. 
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BRIEFS 


LABOR MINISTRY DEATH-=-Lester B, Turnquest, 45, Permanent Secretary to the 
Ministry of Labour who presented the Election Writs at the opening of the 
House of Assembly this morning, shortly afterwards when his car crashed into 
a utility pole on Soldier Road, It is understood that Mr Turnquest was to 
go to the Parliamentary Registrar's Office on Hawkins Hill before returning 
to his offices at the Clarence A,Bain Building. However, he never arrived 
at the Hawkins Hill office, No one knows whether he felt ill and decided to 
return to his office on Thompson Boulevard. ‘We are not sure why he was on 
Soldier Road," one of his sons said today. His Datsun which was badly 
smashed had hit a lamp post. "At first we thought it was a heart attack 
because a woman who saw the accident said he hadn't put on any brakes before 
he hit," his son said, "But the doctor who examined him said he saw no 
signs of that. He thinks he died of multiple wounds." [Excerpt] [Nassau 
THE TRIBUNE in English 10 Aug 82 p 1] 
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SURVEY SHOWS UNEMPLOYMENT UP IN '82, NOW AT 15 PERCENT 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 18 Aug 82 


(Text ] 


CSOs. 
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An upsurge in the number of 
‘‘housekeepers’ and “‘retired’’ 
= seeking employment 

as led to an increase in 
unemployment for the quarter 
April to June, 1982 as com- 

ared with the similar quarter 
ast year. 

The Continuous Household 
Sample Survey showed that 
unemployment stood at 15 per 
cent of the labour force for the 
— April-June 1982, while 

e figure was 10 per cent over 
the same period in 1981. 

The number of persons 
employed during the period 
under review was 99 300, a 
decrease of 900 persons, when 
compared with the figure for 
the corresponding period last 

ear. The number of adults in 

arbados rose also by some 
900 persons going from 176 600 
to 177 500. 

“The increase in the per- 
centage unemployment ap- 
pears to be mainly due to a 


a 


substantial increase in the 
number of adults seeking 
work in the categories 
previously describing 
themselves as ‘keeping 
house’ and ‘‘retired’’. The 
category of ‘“‘retired’’ fell by 
over 3000 persons,’’ the 
Ministry of Finance said 
yesterday. 

The total number of persons 
in the labour force was 116 800 
as compared with 111 300 
during April to June, 1981, an 
increase of 5500 or 4.9 per 
cent. 

Adults not in the labour 
force totalled 60700, a 
decrease of 7 per cent from the 
figure of 65300 in the 
corresponding quarter last 
year. In this group of adults 
not in the labour force, 20 900 
kept house, 13300 were at 
school, 18 300 were retired 
3 600 were incapacitated, and 
3 900 persons were voluntarily 
idle. —(GIS) 
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LAYOFFS HIT SUGAR WORKERS; GOVERNMENT WEIGHS INITIATIVES 
Money Shortage 
Bridgetown ADVOCATE=NEWS in English 18 Aug 82 p 1 


[Text] 








More than 500 peopie 
employed with this 
country’s sugar factorics, 
as well as on a number of 
Sugar plantations, have 
been temporarily laid off 

Acting Chairman of the 
Barbados Sugar Factories 
Limited, Mr. Lionel Ward, 
said yesterday ‘“‘we have 
just run out of funds. We 
cannot employ people 
without paying them, so 
we have temporarily laid 
off all staff. We are holding 
strain until we can arrange 


financing.” 

But this has not gone down 
well with Government which 
said that the decision to lay off 
the employees has been taken 
witnout its knowledge. 


An official announcement 
said Prime Minister Mr. Tom 
Adams who returned home 
yesterday after a one-day visit 
to the United States ‘will 
instruct the Barbados Sugar 
Factories Limited i1m- 
mediately to reinstate any 
employees who might have 
been laid off.” 

Mr. Adams is also expected 
to conduct an investigation 


into the matter today. 


And tonight the delegates 
from both the sugar factories 
and plantations from the 
Barbados Workers’ Union will 
meet with the Executive 
Council which will discuss the 
matter at its Unity House 
office. 


Tomorrow afternoon, the 
directors of the Barbados 
Sugar Factories Limited, on 
which they are two members, 
nominated by Prime Minister 
Adams, as Minister of 
Finance, to represent the 
workers’ interest in the in- 
dustry, will also meet to 


discuss the situation. 

Barbados’ six sugar fac- 
tories are: Andrews, St. 
Joseph; Bulkeley, St. George: 
Carrington, St. Philip: 
Foursquare, St. Philip; 
Portvale, St. James: and 
Porters, St. James. 

Since July this year the 
Barbados National Bank has 
been providing the sugar 
industry with loans to pa 
wages only, and as a result 
some of the plantations have 
had to do without loans for 
weed killers and diesel. 

It had been a by the 
Sugar officials that the money 
be restricted to paying wages 
panes the working out of the 
inal details of Government's 
Support mechanism to the 
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sugar ee alien 
is to make a $20 milléen 
soft loan available to the 
Barbados Sugar Factories 
Limited. 

But an official of the BNB 
which has suspended all loans 
to the country’s sugar plan- 
tations and factories until 
further notice, said the im- 
portant elements of the 
scheme have already been 
finalised and the reason for 
the latest move is because the 
sugar industry owed it too 
much money. 

Last year the BNB is 
reported to have loaned the 
= industry $23 million and 
only a very small portion of 
this has been repaid, while the 
year before it was loaned $16 
million. 

The BNB official said what 
has happened is that the bank 
has not been able to replenish 
funds for on-lending to the 
industry, and he added that 
the industry will have to make 
a greater effort to repay some 
of this money or reduce its 
operating costs. 

Barbados sugar production 
this year dipped to 88 400 
tonnes, the lowest since 1948, 
after another p.or year in 1981 
when outputs fell to 96 000 
— from 135 000 tonnes in 
1980. 











Reinstatement of Workers 


Bridgetown ADVOCATESNEWS in English 19 Aug 82 p 1 


fiext ] 


Some of the more than 
“0 workers sent home 
yesterday by the Barbados 
Sugar Factories Limited 


were back on the job 
vesterday. 
This followed orders 


trom Prime Minister Mr. 
Tom Adams _ that the 
workers be reinstated. 

However, they were 
reports of a low turn-out at 
most of the island's six 
sugar factories, while a 
large number of those at 
—— were off the 
job 


‘'p to yesterday the Bar 
bados Sugar Factories 
Limited were unsure where 
they would get money from to 
pay the workers for this week. 

Mr. Adams has been able to 
vel some acuion in the sugar 
factories because Govern 
ment has 51 per cent of the 
shares in, and two directors on 
the board of Barbados Sugar 
Factories Limited 

It has been a different case 
with the — privately-owned 
sugar plantations — which, 
according to reports, want to 


know where the money to pay 
their employees is coming 
from first, before having them 
back on the job. 

An official statement issued 


yesterday by Government 
said a meeting was held at the 
Prime Minister's office with 
representatives of the Bar- 
bados National Bank and the 
Barbados Sugar Factories 
Limited. 

‘As aresult of this meeting. 
4 number of initiatives were 
identified which can be em- 
ployed to improve the current 
situation in the sugar in- 
dustry,’’ the statement said. 

The BNB has suspended all 
loans to the sugar industry 
until further nouce, and this 
resulied in the lay-otts. The 
sugar industry owes the state- 
owned BNB millions of 


dollars 
A number of the factories 
has been carrying out 


repairs and renovations to 
their plant in an effort to get 
them ready for the 1983 sugar 
harvest. At Andrews factory, 
St. Joseph major renovations 
are being undertaken 
Today. the directors of 
Barbados Sugar Factories 
Limited will meet at the 


‘ditorial on Industry‘s Plight 
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liditorial] 


Lvoxt ] 


company’s Warrens 
headquarters to discuss the 
Situation, while Prime 
Minister Adams intends to 
invite the Board of the Sugar 
Factories Limited to meet 
under his chairmanship soon 
At the meeting, represen- 
tatives of the Ministry of 
Finance and the Barbados 


Central Bank are also ex: 
pected to attend. 

Meanwhile, the’ Barbados 
Industrial and Genera! 
Workers’ Union has welcomed 
Prime Minister Adams’ 


response to the temporary lay- 
offs in the sugar industry 
‘We are also pleased to note 
that the Prime Minister has 
called for the immediate 
reinstatement of the 
workers,’’ BIGWU added. 
However, the Union said it 
finds Government's action as 
iending to favour one industry 


and bein hypocritica 
BIGWU said it wants an 
inguiry into the case ot 


workers it represented and 
who were employed in the 
industrial manufacturing and 
construction sector who were 
dismissed earlier this year. 


The workers involved, 
BIGWU said, were from 
SARIC-6 Opelika Barbados 


Ltd. and Ram Furniture Ltd. 


The stark reality of the desperate plight of the 


Barbados Sugar Industry hit home on Tuesday when 
Barbados Sugar Factories Limited laid off 500 
factory and plantation workers because there was no 





money to pay the week's wages. 

The fact that this year more than ever the sugar 
industry, the country’s main export generator, was 
in dire economic straits has been announced 
frequently and with many demonstrable and 
irrefutable facts to support the contention. Chief 
among this year’s handicapping factors has been a 
depressed price for sugar on the world market. 











That is a matter beyond our control, but a number 
of domestic factors also contributed to the 
bankrupting economic plight in which we now find 
our main agricultural activity. The present problem 
has been ripening from the seeds of dissatisfaction in 
the industry itself where Barbadians turned away 
from the admittedly difficult occupation of 
agricultural work in the cane fields. Coupled with 
this has been the insanity of widespread burning of 
ripe canes. 


There have been repeated explanations that the 
arson in the fields diminishes the yields in those 
fields for the next two ensuing years, that the 
destruction of mulch results in drying out and 
erosion, and that certain cane pests migrate to other 
fields fleeing the flames while at the same time the 
biological controls applied to the pests are killed off. 
The dangers of pollution, the threat to nearby 
ey and the destruction of trees bordering 

urned fields are all factors illuminating the mad- 
ness of canefires — yet they persist. 


Mechanisation has been turned to as a means of 
offsetting the shortage of labour but this has had its 
problems. Consolidation of factories and the 
upgrading of existing plant has also been done, but 
these modernised plants have been hit by the 
presence of extraneous matter including leaves, 
mud and stones which diminish the recovery rate of 
sugar vis-a-vis canes delivered at the factory, 
complicate the purification process and heighten the 
risk of damage to expensive machinery. 

The aftermath of last year’s late start to the sugar 
harvest, the unusually high rainfall and the leaving 
of unreaped ripe canes in the fields have also added 
its problems to this year’s list of disasters. 

The depletion of foreign reserves, the multi-million 
dollar loans to tide the sugar plantations and fac- 
tories over until hopefully the present world 
economic crisis passes, have become familiar. The 
charges of inefficiency in management, the political 
mileage made by the Opposition out of this dire 
national situation and the unions’ claims of worker 
exploitation at the expense of ‘‘monied interests”’ 
have been little more than impassioned rhetoric to 
most Barbadians until Tuesday when the stark fact 
a, itself that 500 sugar workers had been laid 
off. 


The Prime Minister, Mr.Tom Adams, has said that 
he will instruct Barbados Sugar Factories Limited 
to re-employ the workers immediately. Further 
investigation at factory, government and union level 
will take place, but the Barbadian society now more 
than ever must have begun to appreciate how severe 
the crisis is with =. Up until Monday there had 
only been words which sounded remote from the 
common experience, but come Tuesday 500 people 
had been told that there was no money to pay them 
for work which needed to be done and which they had 
expected to do as they had done through the years. 
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What makes the matter still more serious is that 
unless the necessary preparatory and restorative 
work is done now, next year’s crop will be hampered 
before the start and a snowballing effect where 
things continue to get worse will develop. 
Economically, there is no identifiable agricultural 
substitute for suga™ in Barbados. Ecologically, the 
heavy grass cover of the cane is helping to preserve 
this island from desertification. 

However. we examine it sugar is of prime im- 
portance to Barbados, and maybe the unfortunate 
plight of the 500 workers will dramatise the situation 
for Barbadians and shake them out of the twisted 
thinking that seems to be bent on destroying the 
industry. 








COUNTRY SECTION 








BARBADOS 


TEACHERS UNION JOINS IN REJECTING GOVERNMENT PAY OFFER 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE=NEWS in English 19 Aug 82 p l 


(Text ] 


The Barbados Secondary 
Teachers’ Union (BSTU) has 
said a blunt ‘‘no’’ to Govern- 


ment’s proposed wages set-. 


tlement for public workers, 
and has said it will be sub- 
mitting revised proposals in 
an attempt to reach a set- 
Uement. 

The union's position was 
outlined yesterday a a 
meeting at BSTU 
headquarters, on Belleville, 
St. Michael. 

In a resolution passed at 
yesterday's meeting the BSTU 
rejected the BDS$25 a week 
across the board increase 
announced by Prime Minister 
Mr. Tom Adams on August 9, 
«amd urged Mr. Adams to 
contmue discussions, and give 
consideration _ to new 
proposals to be put forward by 
the BSTU. 

The union expressed its 
concern at the pattern which it 
said had developed whereby 
successive Governments are 
unable to complete 
negotiations by following the 
traditional processes of 
collective agreements to their 
natural conclusion. 
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The union said it is fully 
conscious that its members, 
and those in the Government 
Service, had sufered a loss in 
real income since 1980 and it is 
satisfied that despite the 
present economic situation, 
Government has at its 
disposal measures which can 
alleviate that position. 

‘The union will therefore be 
putting a number of revised 

roposals to Government for 
its consideration in an effort to 
attempt to achieve a set- 
Uement,’"’ BSTU president 
Mrs. Grace Thompson said. 

The resolution read: 
‘‘Whereas the members of this 
union are facing severe 
economic hardship, and 
whereas the members of this 
union have always borne the 
purden of economic 


stringency in this country. Be 
it resolved that this union 
formally rejects the latest 
offer by the Prime Minister 
and requests that he continues 
discussions on the salary 
proposals and that he gives 
urgent consideration in an 
effort to attempt to achieve a 
settlement.” 

Mrs. Thompson said the 
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union’s salary committee had 
a mandate from the general 
body to work on the proposals 
which would embrace any 
offer Government might 
subsequently make. 

The union, she pointed out, 
had been thinking of non- 
salary proposals' which the 
BSTU will meeting early 


“next week to formulate. 


Mrs. Thompson added she 


did not anticipate the BSTU 
taking industrial action should 
the new fates not find 
favour with Government since 
she believed they will be 
considered. 

Government on August 9 
said it was unable to finance 
an imcrease in the public 
sector’s wages’ bill beyond 
Bds$25 million, and had made 
what it said was a final offer of 
$25 across the board weekly or 
$108 monthly. 

The other unions — the 
Barbados Workers’ Union, 
National Union of Public 
Workers, the Barbados Union 
of Teachers and the Barbados 
Association of Medica. 
Practitioners — involved in 
the negotiations, have al] 
rejected Government's offer. 
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The Barbados Light and 
Powr Company (BL and P) is 
now paving more than $1 
million a week for the fuel 
needed to generate electricity 
in Barbados. 

This has been stated by the 
company’s man 
director, Mr. ran 
McConney, who 
said that the cost of fuel for 
this year is estimated at ap- 
proximately $52 million. 

This is almost as much as 
the cost of building the new 
low speed diesel plant at the 
Spring, Garden power station. 

Mr. MeConney said a large 
portion of the money needed to 
pay the fuel suppliers comes 
from fuel charges on elec 
tricity. bills. He added that 
‘the company has to find the 
rest and also meet | ther 
commitments including 
payments to lenders, sup- 
pliers and employee payrolls 


out of basic electricity 
charges. 

The BL and P’s chief 
execulive said that the fuel 
charge on electricity bills goes 
up or down as the price of fuel 
increases or decreases. 


He said that the fuel charges 
are checked each month by 
the Public Uulities Board and 
no profit on fuel charges is 
allowed to the power com- 
pany. 

Last Tuesday, the BL and P 
said that it would be applying 
for an increase in electricity 
rates, pointing out if new rates 
are nol granted, the wer 
company will not be a to 
get out its cash crisis and 
Government might be forced 
lo take action in_ providing 
assistance to the company. 

The new rate application 
increase is to be lodged with 
the PUB by month-end 
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UBP, PLP AT LOGGERHEADS OVER LEADERSHIP ISSUES 


Attack on Swan 


BERMUDA 
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The Progressive Labour 
Party vesterday demanded 
that Premier the Hon. John 
Swan account tor his deal- 
ings with Sri Lankan Mr. 
Kay Nadarajah betore the of- 
tice ot Premier was com- 
promised. 

For the P.L.P. charged 
that the public has been left 
with the impression that Mr. 


Swan “lacks a sense ot 
propriety’ and has allowed 
his office to be used in an 
“unseemly way", and that 
the usua! procedures in the 
vranting of Bermudian 
Status may not have been 
observed with reference to 
Mir. Nadarajah. 


Mr. Swan yesterday again 
declined to answer detailed 
questions put to him and 
Government by The Royal 
Gazette on Friday. Con- 
tacted at home, he said that 
he would have a statement 
on the matter sometime this 
week. 

The Royal Gazette re- 
ported on Friday that Mr. 
Nadarajah had been linked 
with the Premier as a politi- 
cal consultant and. that 
some Government M.P.s 
have privately expressed 
concern over his role within 
the Party leadership. There 
were also unconfirmed re- 
ports that Mr. Nadarajah 
had been granted Status. 


40 





Mr. Nadarajah_ returned 
to Bermuda on Friday along 
witn Mr. Swan who had 
been in Toronto on U.B.P. 
business, including meeting 
with the party's newest pub- 
lie relations and advertising 
company, Advance Planning 
and Communications Ltd. 

“The public at large has 
been lett with the distinct 
impression that the Premier 
lacks a sense of propriety, 
that his office has been used 


in an unseemly way 
and that the usual 


procedures preliminary 


to the granting of 
Bermudian Status may 


not have been observed 


in this particular 


case," the P.L.P. said 


in its statement 
yesterday. 


Mr Nadarajah declined 


to discuss the affair 
yesterday. 

















He said: “The only issue 
that warrants a response is 
my association with John 
Swan. | am quite sure the 
Premier is capable of hand- 
ling it himself. I don’t see 
what I can add. We're 
friends.” 

It was a matter of concern 
that Mr. Nadarajah is per- 
torming “undercover” public 


relations work for Mr. Swan’ 


including speech writing 
while a consultant of the 
John W. Swan Agency — 
the company from which 
Mr. Swan had removed 
himself as a top executive 
when he became Premier in 
January 

It was also a matter tor 
concern that anyone in Mr. 
Nadarajah's position, privy 
to confidential information, 
was not bound by restraints 
at the General Orders civil 
servants are required to ob- 
serve, as well as the Official 


Secrets Act 

It was interesting that the 
).B.P would tolerate a situ- 
ation in which an apparent 
outsider without any official 
capacity should be so close 
to the Premier of the Island, 
even to the extent of being 
an “‘otfieial aide”. 

The P.L.P. also wondered 
whether Mr. Nadarajah’'s 
position with John W. Swan 
Ltd. had heen created be- 
cause Mr. Swan wanted to 
avoid the embarrassment in 
the hiring of a non-Bermu- 
dian personal public rela- 
tions officer. 

And most ot all, Mr. Swan 
had to provide answers as to 
how Mr. Nadarajah’s ap- 
plication for Bermudian 
Status had been dealt with. 

“The Office of the Premier 
requires that these questions 
he answered in a precise and 
torthright) manner if the 
status of that Office is not to 
be compromised,” said the 
P.L.P. 


Swan-PLO Exchange 
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Premier the Hon. John Swan made a shock 


admission last night that Mr, Raj Nacara.: 
th 


jah’s Bermuda Status applica 
been properly handled. 


had not 


In a bombshell announcement, the Premier con-. 
ceded that Mr. Nadarajah’s name was not published 
in the list of status applicants advertised in the 
Government. Gaa@®e~-~a clear breach of Department 


of Immizration rules. 
The revelation was a com- 
plete turn-around trom Gov- 
ernment s confident as- 
surances made on Monday 
this week that “all the legal 
and policy procedures” had 
been followed in Mr. 
Nadarajah’s application. 
The Premier said that 
“although the chairman of 
the Immigration Board 
previously stated that it had 
been handled in accordance 
with the procedure for all 
status applications’, he was 


‘““‘most alarmed and dis- 
mayed to find out that tech- 
nical officers in the Depart- 
ment of Immigration had 
not followed the established 
rules.” 

He said: “It has been dis- 
covered that the list contain- 
ing Mr. Nadarajah’s name 
and 29 others was not 
advertised. 


‘“Pheretore, since that 
step in the procedure was 
omitted, those on that final 
list, including Mr. Nadara- 
jah, cannot go forward for 
final consideration of grant, 
even though they were 
eligible for grant for the 
status year 1981-82. 


“That list must now go 
back through the process 
and be advertised.”’ 

The Premier's admission 
will be an/ embarrassment 
for Government which has 
tried to play down the 
‘‘Nadarajah Affair’ since 
the controversy erupted late 
last week. 

Mr. Swan labelled the is- 
sue a “tempest in a teapot” 
and called in Immigration 
Board chairman, Mr. Tony 
Correia to state publicly 





that the confidential ques- 
tion of status had been dealt 
with properly. 

Mr. Correia even offere 

to resign if everythjag was 
not “above board”’. 
* Mr. Swan's statement last 
night tollowed questions 
raised earlier in the day by 
Opposition Deputy Leader 
Mr. Frederick Wade. 

Speaking during a highly 
critical P.L-P. press con- 
terence, Mr. Wade said his 
research suggested that ap- 
plication procedures had 
been breached and he called 
on the Minister of Home Af- 
fairs to give a clear and 
precise reply. 

Mr. Wade also asked if 
the position of “‘inter- 
national political consult- 
ant” for which Mr. Nadara- 
jah was given a work permit 
in January 1981, had been 
advertised locally three 
times as required. 

Mr. Swan replied last 
night that it was. An 
advertisement appeared in 
the Royal Gazette on Octo- 
ber 23, 25, and 27 in 1980. 

The Premier also denied 
allegations made by Opposi- 
tion Leader Mrs. Lois 
Browne Evans that Mr. 
Nadarajah had any involve- 
ment with the Government 
Public Relations Depart- 
inent or had any access to 
confidential Government in- 
formation. 

_ He chose not to reply, 
however to some. stinging 
personal criticism delivered 
by Mrs. Browne Evans at 
the P_L..P. press conference. 


The Opposition Leader 
accused Mr. Swan of bring- 
ing the high office of 
Premier into disrepute. And 
she likened his behaviour to 

hat of disgraced former 
U.S. President Richard Nix- 
on. 
He had not given “open, 
honest and straightforward 
answers’ over his rela- 
tionship with aide and con- 
fidante, Mr. Nadarajah or 
the “conflict of interest”’ 
over the office of Premier 
and his own company John 
W. Swan Ltd. which pays 
Mr. Nadarajah as a consult- 
ant. 

“His press conference on 
Monday was an ex- 
traordinary display of 
evasiveness and misleading 
and diversionary rhetoric,” 
Mrs. Browne Evans said. 

‘‘We must call upon the 
Premier to remove this con- 
flict of interest torthwith, so 
that the office of Premier, 
and indeed Government 
itself, is no longer com- 
promised in this way. 

“There is no question that 


Government's established 
Public Relations rt - 
ment should not be 


by Mr. Swan’s private ma- 
chinerv, bank-rolled by his 
own company, from which 
according to an executive of 
John W. Swan Ltd., the 
Premier has supposedly 
divorced himself. 

“Indeed, it 1s our inftor- 
mation that certain Govern- 
ment staffers had earlier 
warned Mr. Swan of this 
potentially embarrassing 
conflict.” 


The clear impression had 
been given that Mr. Nadara- 
jah’s position as consultant 
to John W. Swan Ltd. was a 
‘calculated charade to avoid 
having the Premier placed in 
the embarrassing position of 
directly applying for a work 
permit for,Mr. Nadarajah to 
openly function as a political 
public relations aide to 
him”. 

Ortce Mr. Nadarajah is 
granted status he would be 
officially slotted in as a 
Cabinet aide. “‘To date, Mr. 
Swan has still failed to dis- 
pel that unfortunate im- 
pression,’ Mrs. Browne 
Evans continued. 

She also speculated that 
Government will now at- 
tempt a cover-up over Mr. 
Nadarajah’s status applica- 
tion “‘possibly reversing 
earlier decisions’ to grant 
him status. She noted that 
Government had not denied 
press reports that his ap- 
plication had been ap- 
proved. 


Despite Mr. Swan's oft- 
stated concern for Bermu- 
dians and their country, he 
had through “his careless 
and ill-judged actions’ 
lowered standards for ‘‘never 
before has a leader or 
Premier of this country been 
so caught up in such a scan- 
dalous conflict of interest”. 

“What concerns the 
P.L.P! is that the behaviour 
of Mr. Swan, as with Rich- 
ard Nixon, undermines the 
esteem with which people 
hold high political offices 
and the political process.”’ 
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The United Bermuda Paf-* 
tv reacted furiously last 
night to what it labelled a 


“strange” that P.L.P. Sena- 
tor David Allen ‘“‘convenient- 
ly claims to have been mis- 





“scurrilous” Opposition at~- 
tempt to smear the Premier. 
Within only a few hours of 


the P.L.P. press conferefice, . 
broadcast over the radio, the - 


U.B.P. rushed out an official 
release and Senator the 
Hon. Quinton Edness and- 
Senator Llewellyn Peniston . 
both made counter-attack 
statements. 

“We are horrified that 
Mrs. Lois Browne Evans 
could liken a popular black 
Bermudian leader to. Rich- 
ard Nixon,” the U.B.P. said 
in its statement. 

“Mrs. Browne Evans’ 


quoted” over commgnts that 
the Opposition never con- 
sidered Mr. Nadarajah's 
friendship withthe Premier 
an important issue. 
The statement went on to 
confirm the U.B.P.'s total 
support for the Premier. 
Angry U.B.P. Senator 
Llewellyn Peniston was 
quick to proclaim his sense 
of outrage at the John Swan- 
Richard Nixon analogy. It 
was typical, he said, of the 
attempts of some black 
Bermudians to smear the 
characters of successful 
blacks. | 


vitriolic and downright per- « 
sonal attack on the integrity 
of John Swan is without . 


He said: “‘It is a sad day 
for Bermuda when the Op- 


position, by and large a 


foundation or substance. 


‘“‘We must remember that. 


all of the newspaper stories” 
are pure speculation. The 
P.L.P. has chosen to use 
these speculative stories to 
throw mud at the Premier 
and to lower the dignity of 
his otfice. _ 

“We believe that John 
Swan has a perfect right to 
consult with anyone includ- 
ing Mr. Nadarajah. The 
P.L.P. after all, used the 
services of Jeff Farquharson 
from the Bahamas, who was 
here at Election °80 and in 
April-May 1981.” 

The U.B-P. also found it 


black party, preoccupied 
aimost exclusively with 
ethnic issues, continues to: 
assassinate the characters of 
black Bermudians who seek 
to-make a success of their 
lives by ascribimg continued 
assaults and insulting labels 
to these individuals with the 
ultimate aim of discrediting 


them in the eyes of other. 


Bermudians.” 

Senator Edness accused 
the P.L.P. of looking for an 
excuse to attack the Premier 
personally since they could 
not berate him on any is- 
sues. | 
“|. don't think the Premier 


has compromised his office 
in any way,” he said. “‘It has 
been common knowledge — 
although I agree there has 
been no official announce- 
ment — that John Swan had 
a friendship with Raj 
Nadarajah and he very oe 
casiondlly bounced ideas off 
him. | 

“That has been known for 
a long time. I don’t see any- 
thing wrong with that. | 

“The claim ‘that . Ra}. 
Nadarajah was being con- 
sidered for status so that he, 
can be officially employed as 
the Premier's aide is. 
absolutely ridiculous be- - 
cause it is not the Premier 
who initiates the applica- 
tion. It is the individual 
himself.” 

Mr. Nadarajah’s applica- 
tion was submitted long 
before Mr. Swan became 
Premier and before the cur- 
rent relationship developed. 

He suggested that . issue 
had blown up because Sn 
Lankan Mr. Nadarajah is 
not Bermudian. The P.L.P.“ 
is being “‘hypocritical’’ be- 
cause ‘they were the first to 
bring in non-Bermudians for 
advice. 

“They want to foul Mr. 
Swan's credibility by attack- 
ing him personally. What 
surprises me is that the 
Leader of the Opposition 
was willing to stoop to this 
personal slander.” , . . 
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Further PLP Charges 


The Progressive Labour Party yesterday 
called for the resignation of Government s 
Status Board chairman, Mr. Tony Correia. 

Opposition Leader Mrs. Lois Browne 
Evans also demanded a full inquiry into 
the breach of rules over the handling of Mr. 
Raj Nadarajah’s status application. 

And she also raised further questions 
over the way Mr. Nadarajah’s job of ‘‘inter- 
national political consultant” was initially 
advertised in October 1980. 

The P.L.P. demands came at a Press 
conference yesterday called in the wake of 
the Premier's admission that a list of 20 


status applicants including Mr. Nadarajah 
had not been advertised in the Official 
Gazette, which is the normal procedure. 


“In the light of this latest development, 
all of Bermuda now has little alternative 
but to view this latest revelation with a 
high degree of suspicion,’ said Mrs. 
Browne Evans. 

“We are asked to believe that the 
Premier, with his long experience as Mini- 
ster of Home Affairs, with precise responsi- 
bility for immigration matters, did not 
make the effort to ensure the’ all 
procedures had indeed been followed before 
publicly claiming at his Press conference 
(on Monday) that this had happened. 

“It would be an act of such monumental 
stupidity as to defy comprehension. 

“Earlier this week the chairman of Gov- 
ernment’s Status Board, Mr. Tony Correia, 
stated that he would have resigned if all 
normal procedures had not been carried out 
in regard to Mr. Nadarajah’s status ap- 
plication. 

“Just such a situation has been revealed 
and we now have no alternative but to call 
for Mr. Correia to hand in his resignation 
as chairman of the Board.”’ 

However, ultimate responsibiity for the 
mistake, she said, must rest with the 
Premier the Hon. John Swan who should 
not “weakly pass the buck” onto Mr. Cor- 
reia and civil servants in the Immigration 
Department 


Mrs. Browne Evans said she found it 
incredible that Mr. Swan checked the tacts 
on the status application only after ques 
tions were raised by Mr. Frederick Wade, 
Shadow Minister for Home Affairs, at a 
P.L.P. Press conterence on Thursday. 
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“The country has a right 
to Know if there was a de- 


liberate attempt to withold 


information from the public 
and its elected represen- 
tatives,’ she continued. “It 
seems 4n extraordinary coin- 
cidence that the very list 
with Mr. Nadarajah’s name 
on it was forgotten, of all the 
lists that have been publish- 
ed periodically. 

“One can forgive people 
for wondering if other highly 
controversial names might 
number among the 30 on the 
omitted list.” 

Mrs. Browne Evans called 
on the Hon. Sir John 
Sharpe, Minister of Home 
Affairs, to convene a “‘full 
inquiry into how this 
deplorable situation came 
about”. 

She also called for the full 
list of the 30 missing names 
to be revealed for further 
scrutiny. 

During questions from re- 
porters, Mrs. Browne Evans 
took the opportunity for a 
heated on attack media cov- 
erage of the Nadarajah Af- 
fair. She accused the Press 
of swallowing Government’s 
explanation of the missing 
names list “hook, line and 
sinker’. 

She complained of a iack 
of investigative journalism 
over the issue and said that 
the P.L.P. was ‘having to 
carry out the media’s jo) for 
it. 

It was during the question 
session that Mrs. Browne 
Evans produced a copy of 
the advertisement for Mr. 
Nadarajah's consultant job 
which appeared in The 
Royal Gazette on October 
25, 1980. 

She noted that the name 
of the company offering the 
job, Shelton V. Burgess & 
Co., did not appear in the 














advertisement lhere was 
only a P.O Box number. 


“How many people would 
have applied for that 
without “knowing who you 
are going to work for?” she 
asked. “You must know 
more than this when you 
answer an edvertisement for 
a job in this category. 

“The whole procedure 
seems to have been slovenly 
and sloppy from the very 
beginning. — 

Mrs. Browne Evans’ re- 
marks, in which she again 
compared Mr. Swan's 
behaviour to Richard Nixon, 
prompted another swift and 
angry reply from Govern- 
ment Senator Llewellyn 
Peniston. 

Senator Peniston, a victim 
of some personal criticism 
trom the Opposition Leader, 
issued a statement con- 
demning the second P.L.P 
Press conterence within 24 


! 


time” 
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Leader of the Opposition 
Mrs. Lois Browne Evans last 
night called upon the people 
ot Bermuda wise up and put 
the Progressive Labour Par- 
ty into power and replace a 
Government that is ‘grab 
hing at straws’ to correct 


the Island's ills. 


And at a meeting called 
by the Dockyard Housing 
Committee at the St. James 
Church Hall in Somerset, 
Mr. Julian Hall, a PLP. 
candidate in the 1980 elec- 
tion, declared that Bermu- 
dians had become refugees 
in their own land --so 
serious was the current hous- 
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hours as “another waste of 
e 


He said that the Premier 
had been “entirely frank, 
honest and sincere about the 
procedures established and 
tollowed in the grant of Ber- 
muda status’. 

‘He has passed on to the 
public every piece of 
germane information as it 
became apparent.’ The 
missing list mistake was, he 
said, a “human failing” on 
the part of Immigration De- 
partment technical officers. 

“It is unfortunate that 
Mrs. Browne Evans has 
chosen to launch an attack 
not only upon our Premier, 
but also upon members of 
the Press. 

“IT totally reject the ac- 
cusation that the Press has 
been protecting the U.B.P. 
The U.B.P. has always sup- 
ported a free Press.” 

He accused Mrs. Browne 
Evans of taking a hypocriti- 
cal stance. “She, on the one 
hand, claims to have sym- 
pathy for the 30 applicants 
who were inadvertantly left 
off the list. Then she 


PLP Appeal to Public 


And he added that unless 
something was done soon the 
people of Bermuda would 
rise up in protest. 

Both Mrs. Browne Evans 
and Mr. Hall were the two 
speakers at the meeting held 
to discuss the housing 
crunch, and attended by 
about 130 area residents in- 
cluding P.L.P. Members ot 
Parliament. 

“It is now the time for the 
P.L.P. to move from the 
back seat to the front seat — 
| want to take over the driv- 
er's seat,’ said Mrs. Browne 
Evans amid speculation that 
Government will call and 
early election 








categorically states that she 
would not only put a 
moratorium on the grant ot 
Bermuda status but also not 
grant any more people Ber- 
muda status 

‘Madam Browne Evans 
obviously talks out of both 
sides of her mouth.” 

Later, a Government 
spokesman replied to Mrs. 
Browne Evans’ query over 
the Shelton Burgess job 
advertisement. 

The spokesman said that 
there was no legal require- 
ment for the name of the 
company to be _ publishec 
‘It is a discretionary matt 
which is decided by the De- 
partment of Immigration. 

“A person would have to 
explain why he did not want 
to use the name of the com- 
pany and the Department 
would have.to decide 
whether to grant approval.” 

She said she did not know 
what the Shelton Burgess 
explanation was. 


“Over the years we have 
“put torward what we want to 
do and have promised to do. 
We have been consistent in 
the vears of our existence. 
There are social issues we 
want to right.” 

Mrs. Browne Evans dis- 
tributed copies of the P_L.P 
election platforms of the 
1968 and 1972 general elec- 
tions in which the Opposi- 
tion had said the problem ot 
housing was an urgent issue 
And she added that the 
P.L.P.’s) preposed = pro- 
grammes to deal with the 
problem in 1968 were as rele- 
vent today as then 
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She sand thiat the , lL. }? 
also wanted to introduce 
social programmes tnat were 
necessary to give Bermu 
dians the type ot lifestvle 
they deserved 

‘The Government has 
heen atraid of a tax pro 
gramme that would develop 
such programmes, she said 
adding that instead Govern- 
ment Was raising money tor 
such programmes catch as 
catch-can. “But they have 
tailed. and they are grabbing 
at straws betore they come 
down 

“(ret wise and put the real! 
thing om the drivers seat.” 

In oa reusing and sim 
passioned speech. Mr Hal! 
railed at Governments tail 
ure te deal with the housing 
problem 

There is no excuse tor the 
number of people who over 
the past vear have found 
that tor the first time that 
they are becoming refugees 
In their own country.” 

And he said that the time 
may come when the people 
will have to join. together 
and sav enough is enough. 

“The day is going to have 
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to come when we say 
enough. When more 1s being 
said than done. The time 
has come to rise up,’ said 
Mr. Hall 

“Uniess the proper due at- 
tention is paid the people 
will rise up. You can call ita 
warning. You can call it a 
promise.” 

As a torm of protest, Mr. 
Hall! suggested that Bermu- 


dians sit on the lawns of 


large homes, even that of the 
Premier, the Hon. John 
Swan 

Mr. Hall blamed Govern- 
ment tor tailing to police the 
housing situation so that the 
cost of housing did not reach 
the point of no return. And 
he called rent control a “sad 
sick joke’ that will continue 
to remain a joke as long as 
so much housing was not 
subject to rent control 

Mir. Halil also blamed the 
massive influx of non- 
Bermudian workers for 
creating a highly priced 
housing market that was 
beyond the reach of most 
Bermudians. Landiords were 
charging exorbitant rents 
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out of sheer greed hecause 
they knew that if they hold 
out long enough some ex- 
empt company employee 
would come along and pay 
the high rents. 

“My concern is that more 
is being said about the prob- 
lem than done about it — 
almost to the stage that one 
is justitied in not talking 
about it.’ said Mr. Hall. 

Mr. Hall recalled that 
when he was a youth the 
area known as 42nd Street 
was typified by poor quality 
housing. Now it: was. vir- 
tually sub-human. 

And he said this trend was 
spreading, with people now 
also suttering from. over- 
cowding living conditions — 
all within what was an al- 
leged!y affluent society. 

“It a people. black, white 
or Portuguese, find them- 
selves taced with sub-stan- 
dard conditions they will 
rise up and find no other 
course than to confront the 
society which has dished out 
a meagre portion of what 
they would otherwise be en- 
titled to,” said Mr. Hall. 
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CONFIDENT UBP CONSIDERS CALLING EARLY ELECTIONS 
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[Text] 








United Bermuda Party leaders are 
cansidering calling a surprise General 
Election before the end of the year. 


Contidence has been boosted in Govern. 
ment circles by the results of a telephone 
poll in which Premier the Hon. John 
Swan's personal showing was the highest 
ever recorded in such surveys. Of those 
polled, 86 percent said they viewed him 
favourably. 

Government's overall performance also 
drew higher marks than in previous polls. 
Armed with such pointers, some U.B.P. 
strategists feel the party should move now 
and capitalise on the persona! support Mr. 
Swan has built up to win a stronger man- 
date trom the people. 

Government currently has a majority of 
only tour in the 40-seat House of Assembly 

the U.B.P.’s smallest majority since 
elections on party lines began in 1968. And 
with backbenchers Ralph Marshall and 
Harry Viera having shown they are 
prepared to vote against their colleagues. 
Gaovernment cannot always be sure of get- 
ting its wav. 

Another factor is that the current Gov- 


ernment was elected in December 1980 
under the leadership of the Hon. David 
Gibbons. Mr. Swan would like to feel he 
not only has a mandate from his party to 
serve as Premier but also from the Ber- 
muda electorate. 

If he were to go for a snap election there 
would have to be a minimum 21 days 
between the dissolution of Parliament and 
the vote. But in practice there would 
probably be a gap of four or five weeks. 
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Some sources within the U.B.P. are con- 
fident they could win back at least two 
seats from the Opposition Progressive 
Labour Party, while others -—- perhaps 
showing more optimism than realism — 
feel six seats would not be out of the 
question. 

The seat most likely to go back to the 
U.B.P. would be that won by Mr. Eugene 
Blakeney in Warwick West. He defeated 
Sen. Quinton Edness by just seven votes, 
and many party members feel that if Mr. 
Edness had put more effort into his cam- 
paign the seat woujd have been held. 

Another possibility.is in Hamilton East 
which is split between Government and 
Opposition. Some within the U.B.P. teel 
that a strong candidate, such as the young 


and enthusiastic Mr. Francis Furbert, who 
lives in Hamilton, could depose the 
P.L.P.’s Gilbert Darrell. 


The more optimistic in the U.B.P. also 
look to Hamilton West for two more gains 
if strong candidates were fielded. Calvin 
Smith took a seat there for the P.L.P. but 
has been out of the Island for most of the 
past year studying in Washington, and has 
been under fire for his poor attendance 


record in the House of Assembly. 

Another possibility is Sandys North. 
Both seats were held by the U.B-P. in 
1968, 1972, and 1976. They later lost one in 
a by-election in 1976, and the other in 
1980, but the party feels forceful const)- 
tuency work could win one back next time. 

Likely candidates for the U.B.P. in a 
snap election would include Mr. Colin 
Pearman, who stood unsuccesstully in 
Sandys South in 1980, and Senators Irving 
Pearman and Gerald Simons. 
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INDUSTRIAL UNION TO STRIKE DURING LEGAL ACTION BY HOTELS 
Strike Decision 
Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 19 Aug 82 p 1 


[Text] 





The Bermuda Industrial Union is planning drastic steps over the 
hotel employers’ decision to press ahead with legal action. The 
union's 6,000 members intend to stop work during the court case — 


which could last “several weeks”’. 


Mr. Julian Hall, lawyer and 


spokesman for the B.1.U., said yesterday that members were strong- 
ly in favour of the move at a meeting held on Tuesday. They would 
adopt a policy of ““When the court sits, we sit’’. 


Mr. Hall said it) was 
reasoned that as the union 
as a whole had been named 
in the suit brought by the 
Hotel Employers ot Ber- 
muda. the membership 
would be expected to attend 
the Supreme Court. 

The move is the BEU.’s 
answer to the H-E.B's in- 
tention to take the umion to 
court despite a claim by 
president Mr. Ottiwell Sin 
mons MP. that the suit was 
‘frivolous’ 

The hotel emplovers 
countered that at) was not 
seeking damages over last 
summers strikes but was 
- testing the law to determine 
whether svmpathy walk-outs 
were legal under the Labour 
Relations Act. 


Mir \listair Gounning, 
counsel! tor the HEB. wall 
seek an ingunetion to) pre 
vent the umon trom break 
ing the terms of its contract 
by taking unlawtul strike ac 
tion 


Named in the action are 
the BI... president Mr. 
Ottiwell Simmons and other 
union officials Mr. Eldridge 
Brimmer, Miss Molly 
Burgess. Dr. Barhara Ball 
M.P.. Mr. Kenneth Pilgrim 
and Ms. Carolyn Franklin 


Mr. Hall said vesterday: 
The consensus taken at the 
meeting was strongly in 
favour of having the entire 
union membership de- 
monstrate its concern and 
support for the union by 


adopting a policy ot “When 
the court sits, we sit. 

“This will mean that 
when the date of the court 
hearing is set, the umon will 
year itself up for the pres 
ence of a very. large per- 
centage of its membership in 
or around the precincts of 
the Supreme Court to show 
its concern, — 
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Mr. Hall said the case, 
likely to be set down for late 
September or early October, 
could last several weeks de- 
pending on whether issues 
could be narrowed down. 

“It has to be borne in 
mind that the first deten- 
dant in this action is the 
BI. which comprises its 
entire membership. he con- 
tinued. “Every individual 
member bears a portion of 
the responsibility which will 
he atrached to a tual judg- 

_— * 








“Tothat extent the mem 
bership of the union is like 
any other litigant who would 
he expected to be concerned 
about the actions with which 
it would be involved That 
was the primary concern c! 
the membership at the 
meeting. 

Mr. Hall said he did not 
feel that the words “further 








industrial unrest’ would be 
applicable to what was 
planned, adding: “! would 
expect the union to attend 
its own case.” 

The B.LU. had noted the 
comments of Mr. John 
Harvey. chief executive of 
the H-E.B.. who hit out thr 
week at Mr. Simmons’ “‘friv- 
olous” claim. “Mr. Harvey 
is paid to say things like 
that.” said Mr. Hall. “We 
are glad to see he has a job 
We hope that he has one 
next vear. 

“It is just sad that he mis 
understands and mis- 
interprets the role of the 
working class in this com- 
munity. The working class 
has not ruined this Country 
Evervthing it has done is 
geared towards ensuring 


that the Country is built ina 
way that guarantees that a 
tair deal is handed out to 
everyhody in the community 
including the working 
Class. 

Mr. Hall said it was not a 
question of calling out the 


-B.1.U. membership. “They 


call themselves out. They 
are the workers of the Coun- 
try,” he said. ‘They are in- 
telligent people.” 

-The union felt that it had 
adopted a responsible pos- 
ition and its main concern 
was the erosion of the funda- 
mental rights of workers — 
the right to withdraw or 
threaten to withdraw their 
labour to achieve “just and 
fair terms and conditions 
tor employees. 


Warning of Consequences 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 20 Aug 82 pp 1, 16 


(Text ] 


The Premier yesterday 
warned o f the 
“catastrophic” effect that a 
proposed work stoppage by 
the entire B.I.U. member- 
ship could, have on the 
Island. He appealed to the 
6,000 workers to reconsider 


their degision. 
The union. intends 


adopt a policy of “When the 
court sits, we sit’’ during a 
court action brought by the 
Hotel Employers of Ber- 
muda to determine whether 
sympathy strikes are illegal. 

That would inevitably 
grind hotels to a halt and 
seriously affect vital areas 
such as hospitals and Gov- 
ernment departments and 
could be more damaging 
than last summer's unrest 
which has prompted the law 


sult. 
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The etfects of the last in- 
dustriaf dispute are still be- 
ing felt by the tourist in- 
dustry along with those of 
the world-wide recession and 
the Hon. John* Swan said 
‘yesterday that further ag- 
gravation could sound the 
death knell. 

In his words: “I can tell 
you we will not put Humpty 
Dumpty together again in a 
hurry. My feeling is that we 
should not play around with 
peoples’ livelihoods .- and 
emotions.” 

The Premier said the 
Supreme Court should not 
have to sit “under what 
would almost be perceived 
as duress’. Courts, he said. 
should be free to deliberate 
without such pressure. 

“It could be perceived by 
the courts and the public as 




















CSO: 


being intimidation,’ con- 
tinued Mr. Swan. “In our 
society an individual should 
have the right to ask the 
court to clear up a point of 
law or bring about clarity of 
the! law. It should not have 
to sit in a hostile énviron- 
ment, 

“We saw the consequences 
of a work stoppage last year. 
We are still seeingthe conse- 
quences of it. The question 
arises: Can this economy 
take another work stoppage 
when the American economy 
is in such deep recession. I 
think it is tragic that the 
court action has to be ap- 
proached under these cir- 
cumstances.” , 

One danger, said the 
Premier, was that news of 
the proposed mass walk-out 
could reach the U.S. media 
and people planning to visit 
Bermuda would cancel and 
go elsewhere. 

“I would appeal to the un- 
ion to reconsider such ac- 
tion, particularly since the 
hotel employers are not look- 
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ing for punitive damages but 
just wish to define the law 
on sympathy strikes,” he 
added. 

The union's statement 
that members would go en 
masse to the Supreme Court 
tor the case was met with 
dishelief by Mr. John 
Harvey. executive officer of 
the H.E.B, who labelled the 
move “irresponsible”. 

“I am really surprised 


‘about this type of course of 


action they have chosen to 
take,” he said. “We are 


seeking a finding in the 
courts in a peaceful and de- 
mocratic way. Why the un- 
ion is misleading its mem- 
bership I don’t know. It is, 
quite frankly, irresponsibie.” 

The B.I.U. has reasoned 
that as it is named in the 
suit members should attend 
court as litigants. But Mr. 
Harvey said the H.E.B. had 
no. intention of dropping the 
action. 

No date ha: yet been set 
for the hearing which is ex- 
pected to be held in the fall 
and last for several weeks. 














COUNTRY SECTION BERMUDA 


BRIEFS 


UBP NEWSPAPER=-The United Bermuda Party is planning to launch its own 
newspaper as part of its continuing bid to improve its public image. Final 
details of the project are still in the planning stages although it is 
anticipated that the paper will be once monthly and will be widely 
distributed in much the same way as the Workers Voice, published by the 
Bermuda Industrial Union, Mr Ed Williams, executive officer for the UBP 
explained: 'We have been sitting down discussing the possibility of us 
presenting a newstetter giving some information on what happens in the 
party. "We have not finalised what we are trying to do. We don't know 
whether we want a newspaper or a newsletter. But we would want to make it 
available to the public at large because we don't just want to preach to 
the converted,.'' The prospect of a UBP newspaper has been discussed for 
several years, said Mr Williams. It was viewed as “another aid to communi- 
cation with the public." "We have not yet decided who would be in charge 
of it but it would probably be handled out of the UBP central office. 

"We have enough talent in our organisation to put together something like 
this and we haven't considered bringing in professional journalists. We 
are not in any way trying to compete with The Royal Gazette." [Text] 
(Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 11 Aug 82 pp 1, 2] 
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HAVANA SCORES U,S 





SOTTO! 


» FOR 


LURCATENTNG PEACE 


(lavana GRANMA WEEKLY KEVLEW in English 8 Aug 82 p 13 


[Article by Juan Marrero] 


[rext] 


CSOs 


SEVERAL YEARS ago a num- 

ber of U.S. scientists. alarmed 

by the stepping up of the arms 

race and in particular the pro- 

duction of new atomic weapons, 
had a series of statements published in 
The New York Times warning against the 
dangers and the consequences of a nu- 
clear war. They made it clear that no one 
should be deceived into believing that 
there would be any winners In such a war 
or that a nuclear war could be over within 
an hour’s time. 

In the last few years there have been 
insistent claims as to the possibility of a 
nuclear holocaust. In a medical con- 
ress held last year in the state of 
irginia, attention was drawn to the fact 
that a nuclear war between the United 
States and the Soviet Union would cause 
the instant death of 200 million people; 
that the effects of radioactivity would 
contaminate most of the planet; and that 
the economic, social and ecological struc- 
ture on Which life itself depends would be 
obliterated, 

However, there are adventurists and 
maniacs in the United States who refuse 
to heed such warnings, who believe that 
a nuclear war can be won by the United 
States, and who continue to work out 
“new” military strategies because they 
contend that a nuclear war with the Soviet 
Union could be prolonged. 

Meanwhile, The New York Times 
ublished @ document endorsed by mem- 
ers of the Pentagon’s planning staff which 
proposed a series of offensive military 
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Strategies to be put into effect in 1984 that 
clearly demonstrate the absolute lack of 
responsibility oH in the top eche- 
lons of the U.S. government regarding the 
world’s fate. 

The schizophrenia afflicting the White 
House warmongers has reached such a 
degree that they now assert that the next 
five years will be enough time to develop 
new weapons which the Soviets will have 
a hard time trying to counteract. They 
are also asking the U.S. armed forces to 
work out plans for defeating the Soviet 
Union using every possible means ranging 
from insUrrection to nuclear war, and to 
be ready to attack Soviet territory and 
that of its allies, such as Cuba and Viet- 
nam. Is {t a case of schizophrenia or 
could it be the d.t.’8? Whichever it is, one 
thing is for certain: these plans attest to 
the irresponsible manner in which some 
people in the United States play around 
with the fate of mankind and the real 
— that threaten the world 

at kind of world do these imperialist 
adyenturists, who plan acts of aggression 
and nuclear warfare. want to whimsically 
create? A world filled with millions of 
corpses, a world where food, water and 
the air itself are contaminated, a world 
where the survivors are doomed to die of 
hunger and thirst or of illness caused by 
radioactivity? 

Sensible people throughout the world 
oppose the schemes of the Pentagon’s 
warmongering maniacs and demand that 
cool thinking, negotiation, cooperation, 
détente. disarmament and peace prevail. 
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REPORTAG!: ON IMPORTANCE OF CPAS TO AGRICULTURE 


Havana GRANMA WEEKLY REVIEW in English 8 Aug 82 p 16 


lArticle by Orlando Gomez] 


[rext] AS THE idea of sociallst cooperatives 
quickly and successfully spreads 
among our most advanced farmers — 
more than 570 000 hectares of land or 

approximately 35 percent of the lend in the 
hands of the farmers are now cooperativized, 
and over 45000 small farmers have joined 1140 
cooperatives of a higher and socialist type, 
that is, the Agricultural Production Cooperatives 
(CPAs) — many of our readers are increasingly 
interested in many fundamental aspects of this 
socialist formula of living and working in our 
fertile countryside. 

A CPA is a voluntary agricultural and live- 
stock collective enterprise comprising land and 
other fundamental means of production (ma- 
chines, equipment, facilities, livestock, etc.) be- 
longing to a group of farmers Whd have come 


together to work collectively and use the latest 
advances in science and technology to obtain 
higher production and productivity, better work- 
ing conditions and a fuller and more fruitful 
participation in the activities of society. 

All the means of production, in the first place 
the land, including permanent crops (fruit and 
timber trees), belong to the CPA, that is, are 
the joint property of all its members, men and 
women alike. Also owned and managed by 
the cooperatives are the funds they earn from 
their annual profits after operating costs havo 
been deducted, which are used to pay for social 
benefits, basic means of production, etc. 

Following the 5th Congress of the National 
Association of Small Farmers (ANAP) and as 
the CPAs grew in membership, our agriculture 
begun to refléct the impact caused by the new 
system of social property which directly influ- 
ences the increases in agricultural yields, work 
productivity and productiog output in the farm- 


ers’ sector. 


The CPAs have, in fact, become the produc- 
tive vanguard of the farming sector. Already in 
1981, shortly after they came into being, the 
CPAs’ sales to the state reached 40 million pesos 
or 22 percent of all the sales by the farmers’ 
sector, 


SOME OF THE CPA MEMBERS’ RIGHTS 


a) To work in the cooperative and share in 
the income of the CPA according to the: work 
contributed by each member. 

b) To spsak and vote at the members’ 


_ general assemblies, making suggestions and pro- 


posgls considered necessary to the good opera- 
tion of the cooperative and to its members. 

c) To receive the benefits derived from the 
use of the cooperative’s funds. 

d) To be informed about and give their 
opinion on the preparation and fulfillment: of 
the cooperative’s production plans and economic 
and financial balance sheete and to approve 
them. 

¢) To elect and be elected to the ruling organs 
— the executive board — of the cooperative. 

f) To appeal against any urifavorable sanction 
or ruling issued by the CPA before higher 


authorities, ineluding the ANAP congress. 


_@ To be entitled to social security benefits as 
pravided by the law, 

h})'To be entitled to paid vacations and to 
participate itr recreational, cultural and syorty 
activities programmed by the CPA. 


SOME DUTIES 


a) Ta abide by and comply with the CPA 
Internal Regulations and the resolutions of its 
general assembly and cxecutive board, which 
function on the basis of the broadest democracy. 
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b) To attend the assemblies called and speak 
with absolute frecdom. 

c) To carry out the duties, of the position to 
which the member is elected, as stipulated in 
the internal regulations of the CPA. 

d) To preserve and make good yse of thc 
CPA’s property. 


DEMOCRACY IN THE CPAs 


The document which regulates the operation 
of the CPAs stipulates that they be governed 
by the members’ general assembly, the executive 
board and the president of the cooperative, ac- 
cording to the principles of socialist democracy. 

The highest ruling organ of the cooperative 
is the general assembly. It discusses, analyzes 
and approves by majority vote the most im- 
portant production, economic, political and so- 
cial questions, including the admission of new 
members, production and investment plans, sala- 
ries of members, distribution of profits, self- 
consumption and its cost, election of leaders and 
other general and significant decisions. 
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The regular meeting of the general assembly 
is held once a month and special meetings are 
held as often as necessary, called by the execu- 
tive board or upon request by the members, 
who have equal rights and duties in the coopera- 
tive. 


The resoluiions adopted by majority vote in 
a CPA are binding on all the members of that 
cooperative and can only be amended by the 
general assembly itself. The executive board — 
elected by the genetal assembly — carries out 


‘the resolutions adopted by the assembly. 


An important aspect that evidences the democ- 
racy of socialist CPAs is the fect that every 
member is entitled to 2 vote regardiess of how 
much land or other means of production he 
may have contributed to the initial capital or 
hdidings of the cooperative. 

This is one of the important and principled 
differences between the cooperetives found in a 
gapitalist social environment and our own co- 


‘operatives, set up in a socialist society under 


the Leninist principles of agrarian cooperation. 











NUMBER OF UNIVERSITY GRADUATES INCREAS ING 
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LArticl by Georgina Jimenez] 


(rext ] 


@ THIS YEAR 21 009 students graduated in 
courses of higher education, which is three 
times as many as in 1975-76, the bepineing, of 
the last five-year period. This was the finding 
of the Ministry of Higher Education’s progress 
report at the annual check-up meeting. 


The amount exceeds by 5400 the number of 


before the Revolution in which al) uni 
were open. 


Deputy Minister of Higher Education Miguel 
Torres: reported that in the 1981-82 school year, 
the graduation jrate for students in daytime 
courses was 84.2 percent, 66.3 eae for night 
class students and 71.8 percent for those 
out directed studies at home. ' 


. students who graduated in 1956-57, the last year 


sities 


Students graduating this year are the first to 
complete the curricula set by the Ministry 
of Higher Education when it. was formed fn 
1976. University facultied* were also rationalized 


so that 115 programs have been reducad.to 98 
and 129 specializations have been reduced to 78. 


Deputy Minister Arturo Rodriguez reported 
that progress in the science and technology 
courses was generally satisfactory in comparison 
with previous years and that there has been 
increased involvement by science teachers and 
student scientific research progtams. 


It was encouraging, he continued, that the 
results of 1226 research projects heave possible 
applications in the economy. 


in 
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SPEECH BY VECINO ALEGRET 


The minister of hi education, Pernando 
Vecino Alegret, said that the main achievement 
‘Geological qoneciounnees topetier with gh 

ecological con 
oclendl ic and ere mt a -ornad 


The keenness with which graduates are ap- 


plying themselves to the needs of the Revolu- 
tion is promising, he said. Recent studies have 
suggested that the level of professionalism is 
hia! and much higher than in past years 
although there is room for improvement in prac- 
tical training and certain skills. . 


These skills are gained by university students 
through practical experience in production and 
laboratory work and students should be en- 
couraged to get the maximum possible benefit 
from the courses and available resources. 


Only by applying ourselves daily to our work 
he said, will we be able to raise the quality of 
education in the country. He also said that the 
number of students poonenes to the next grade 
has improved over the last few years and that 
last year it improved by 7.1 percent over the 
year before. 


He stressed that this figure is the result of 
higher quality teaching. Some students might 
just barely pass and need more attention to 
their individual difficulties. This does not mean 
the student should be overprotected nor does it 
mean that we should not try harder. He drew 
attention to the improvement in passing rates 
in the first year class and calléd for an aa 
of the reasons for a lower rate among third- 
year students. 


The minister pointed out the need to make 
use within universities of highly qualified 
specialists engaged in production and services. 


He also emphasized the urgency of eliminati 
any reports not officially required. When suc 
tasks are requested by groups outside the school 
they use up the valuable time of professors and 
administrators. 


Present at the meeting were José R. Berndn- 
dez, vice-president of the Council of Ministers 
and member of the Central Committee; is L. 
Cuza, alternate member of the Central Com- 
mittee; Julio Reyes ong secretary of, the 
Trade Union of Workers in Education and 
Science; and Evelio de la Zora, official of the 
Department of Science, Culture and Educational 
Centers of the Central Cornmittee. 


@ Georgina Jiménez 
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REPORTAGE ON MOZAMBICAN STUDENTS IN COUNTRY 
llavana GRANMA WEEKLY REVIEW in English 15 Aug 82 p 16 
[Article by Enrique Sanz] 


[rext] AFTER LEARNING of its excel- 


lent record and touring ifs attractive 

facilities, we were greatly im- 

ressed by the 25th of Sepiember 

Bhool) located in the special muni- 
cipality of the Isle of Youth and attended 
by voung Mozambican boys and girls. 


In close coordination with the local cel! of 


the FRELIMO Party and the Mozambican. 


youth organization, the nucleus of our own 
Communist Party has successfully combined 
the many factors involved in carrying out the 
school’s countless and complex tasks. After 
only three years of existence the school is at 
the forefront of all the schools in the country- 
side attended by foreign students in Cuba. 


As we were able to witness, this school has 
set an example in all areas — in promotion 
rate, discipline, organization, formal educa- 
tion, care of social property, productive tasks 
cultural activities and sports. We are proud 
of everyone associated with the school because 
ihese accomplishments belong to everyone: the 


student body. the Mozambican and Cuban 
teachers and the workers. Such results attest 
students’ 


to the integral character of the 


education. 


A nucleus of the Communist Party of Cuba 
functions at the school — a small group, but 
extremely cohesive and enthusiastic. It over- 
sees all the main aspects of the school’s pro- 
grams and tasks. The school also has a grass- 
roots committee of the Young Communist 
League and a trade union section which is 
among the municipality’s most outstanding 
local unions. 


“In addition to guiding, checking and 
supervising everything, the Party is kept posted 
on all the school’s problems. The workers and 
students are closely associated with their polit- 
ical organizations,” said Comrade Emigdic 
Ortiz Durdén, general secretary of the Party 
nucleus. 
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“Opinions and experiences are constantl 
exchanged between our nucleus and the FRE- 
LIMO cell. Whenever we need their help to 
catry out any task we ask them and immediate. 
ly - a response. There are excellent relations 
and full understanding between the two 
organizations and, in general, between all the 
Cubans and Mozambicans here. These 
relations have contributed to the school’s ac- 
complishménts,” he added. 


Speaking about the young Mozambican 
students, the genenal secre paid that “they 
are pangs egg A y ‘and inter- 
est, in their studies,.their good attitude and 
discipline. FRELIMO has: dene good political 


(word indistinct] among them," 


NATIONAL VANGUARD SCHOOL 


The 25th of September School opened for 
the 1979-1980 school year. It has an enroll- 
ment of 382 students, including 70 girls, who 
came from humble ‘families from all te 
Mozambican provinces. The 52-member staf 
— 22 Cuban and nine Mozambican 
eachers. 


The 25th of September School has practical- 
ly the same program as that of other schools 
in the countryside, except that history, geog- 
raphy. political education and Portuguese are 
taught in line with the characteristics of their 
country and in keeping with their educational 
programs. ‘ 


The school’s promotion record is quite good. 
In the first school year the pomns rate was 
99 percent; in the second, 99.4; and in the 
first half of the current year, it was 100 per- 
cent, The drop-out rate is insignificant: only 


five students dropped out, mainly due to 
illness. 








Last school year the school ranked first 
among all four schools for Mozambicans in 
Cuba. In the first two quarters of this year, 
it ranked foremost among all 18 internationai- 
ist schools on the Isle of Youth. In addition, 
under the current emulation program, it was 
chosen as a National Vanguard School in the 
first half of the year for having met all the 
requirements to win this distinction. 


Concerning the productive tasks, the school 
ran into some difficulties in the beginning 
since no work area had been assigned to it, 
and the students had to participate in the 


other schools’ program. This situation has been 
resolved, and now the students work directly 
with the forestry enterprise. Although the stu- 
dents must travel a long distance to carry out 
their productive tasks, they meet their assigned 
goals every month with regard to both at- 
ytendance and quantity. 


We recall Fidel’s words concerning the 
chools in the countryside when he closed the 
th Congress of the Young Communist League: 

“Many visitors to our country have expressed 
admiration for our schools where work and 
studs is combined, those schools on the Isle 
of Youth where Cubans and some 10000 
foreign students are being taught.” 


A STRONG CULTURAL MOVEMENT 


Culture, which is part of the. educational 
process, is another very successful area which 
nas received the Party's support and close at- 
tention. A strong cultural movement has 
developed at the school. It can be said that 
virtually every student participates in the cul- 
tural events which are part of the students’ 
overall education. 


The cultural activities seek to develop and 
deepen Mozambican traditions and folklore. 
Every one of the i4 classrooms has its own 
cultural group and, in addition, there are five 


school-wide groups ‘vhich practice darice, 
music, choral singing, theater arts and painting. 
Some very good artists are emerging from 
these activities. 


Once a year a Festival of Friendship is held 
on the Isle of Youth attended by groups of 
students from all the internationalist ools. 
Top honors this year went to three groups from 
the Mozambican school. 


The Mozambican studenis have also won 
many iaurels in sports. Thew ranked third in 
different categories in the municipal games last 
year which included soccer, basketbail, voliey- 
ball, track and field, handball and boxing. 


ALSO AN EXAMPLE IN FORMAL 
EDUCATION 


One more area we would like to address is 
the serious work done since the very beginning 
concerning formal education and care for s0- 
cial property, where the Mozambican students 
have also excelled. 


The accomplishments in this field can be 
better understood if it is born in mind that 
all 582 Mozambican boys and girls come from 


remote zones in the country where the criminal 
colonialist exploitation was at its worst and 
left many deep marks. For that reason many 
of them had never seen electric light, watched 
TV, heard radio, used modern toret facilities, 
or cleaned a floor using a mop. These were 
new experiences for the students. Some 
countless other things had to be taught at the 
school, including correct eating habits. But 
with patience and hard work, they have 
become exemplary students. 


Because of their accomplishments, the stu- 
dents feel very happy. They take good care 
of the scnool and their affection for it contin- 
ues to grow. They strive to do their best to 
win new victories, which are actually victories 
for the Mozambican and Cuban Revolutions. 


PHOTO CAPTIONS 
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a ame aft +x 
solidartit y 


il the school's achievements are fruits of the friendship and 
existing between the Cuban and Mozambican peoples 


and between our Communist Party and the FRELIMO Party 


lo, "in addition to 
the Parts kept posted 
workers and students are 


political organizations," 


OT; al } 
closely associated with their 


uiding, checking and supervising everything, 


the school's problems, The 


(Emigdio Ortiz Duran, genera] 


eeretary of the local Party nucleus). 
lo. "The students are very aood, they have learned a lot and are 
appreciative of our help what is very important is that tne 
are fully aware of the importance their stay here and what 
they can contribute to th country. (Elizabeth Calzadilla 
Leiva, organizational secretary of the Party's nucleus). 
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4. p 16, "We feel that the Party has played its role well. We're all 
one and the same; we seek the same goals and no one fails to 
fulfill his or her obligations or interferes with the work of 
others." (Emiliano Saldivar Ocampo, director). 


5. p 16. All productive tasks are systematized and the students meet 
their goals every month in regard to both attendance and 


quantity. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


HAVANA CITY PROVINCE PEOPLE'S GOVERNMENT HOLDS MEETING 
Havana BOHEMIA in Spanish 30 Jul 82 pp 57-58 
[Article by Fernando Penalver Moral] 


(Text] The third ordinary session, corresponding to the third mandate period 
of the Provincial Assembly of the People's Government in Havana City, presided 
over by Oscar Mell, Silvio Placencia and Dario Esterellas, president, vice 
president and secretary, respectively, of the government of the capital, 

took place last Saturday 24 in the Universal Room of the FAR [Revolutionary 
Armed Forces]. 


Attending the great meeting of the representatives from the capital were 
163 delegates from all the Havana municipalities, elected for this noble 
mission by their fellow citizens to represent 79 percent of all the men 
and women in our country. 


The assembly's workday started at 9:00 am with the reading and approval 
of the minutes of the ordinary session of last 3 April and the extraordinary 
one that took place on the 30th of the same month. 


Following this, Martin Quinonez, delegate from the Havana Center municipality, 
interrupted briefly to ask for a minute of silence in memory of delegate 
Marta Rosa Hernandez, who died recently. 


immediately thereafter the president of the Provincial Assembly, Fernandez 
Mell, submitted for the consideration of the delegates an account of the 
operationsoft the Executive Committee, which emphasized the ample work done 
by the People's Government in all the municipalities in giving immediate 
aid to the victims of Hurrican Alberto and of the torrential rains of 18 
and 19 June. 


Also signled out in said document was the participation of the voters and 

the delegates in the assembly for the presentation of accounts, which achieved 
76.8 percent attendance during the last period, and where 23,600 proposals 
were collected. 
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In the chapter dealing with the public sector it was indicated that during 
the last few months more than 16,000 requests for television repairs had 
been received and it was added that home repair service had increased as 
much as 87 percent. 


Another aspect treated in the report was the fulfillment of the housing 
repair plan, which reached 104 percent at municipal levels. Nonetheless, 
it became evident that the housing situation continues to be one of the 
principal problems that Havana's People's Government will face during the 
S-year term. 


Another point of interest was that having to dé with education. [t was 
reported that 95 percent of primary-grade students in the province were 
promoted, as were 94.9 percent of those in secondary education, 86.9 percent 
in college preparatory and 96.2 percent in adult education. 


During the assembly, which lasted some 6 hours, interesting debates about 
various subjects came up, among them the quality of food in school dining 
rooms, waste of water as a result of leaks, the need for the population 

to be aware of the water meter readings, as well as the difficulties that 
arise in the collection of swill for the pig project, which, if not collected 
because of transportation problems, will endanger the city's hygiene. 


Also debated was the need to gradually improve the condition of the principal 
roads in the city, in spite of the difficulties being faced at the present 
time by some of the companies that do this type of work. 


When the meeting resumed, Fernandez Mell expressed his satisfaction over 
the level of discussion achieved there, which, he said, made it deserve 
the designation "hairy session", as Raul Roa, recently deceased president 
of the National Assembly, used to call iton such occasions. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


[Article by Julio Juan Leandro] 


[Text] A brigade from the Industrial Works group from Ciego de Avila Province 
is building a modern citrus fruit processing plant here with the purpose 
of developing the second most important economic activity in the country. 


According to the schedule, the first stage, which consists of the production 
plant, hydraulic equipment, exterior networks and waste treatment plant, 
should be completed by next October, and in December of this year the entire 
plant will be finished. 


This plant will be able to process 20 tons of citrus fruit an hour, that 
is to say, 320 for every working day of two shifts. All the equipment used 
is manufactured in Cuba by Sidero-Mecanica Industries. 


Not including the installation of the equipment, it will cost 1.14 million 
pesos, said Roberto Fabrega, the director of the work, whose cooperative 
belongs cto Integral Construction Enterprise No 1, from the Avila province. 

J 
Located in place known as " ereyda" near the city of Moron, practically 
in the center of a citrus growing area, it is the second plant of this type 
in the country, the first one having been built in the Santiago area of 
Contramaestre. 


The new unit in Avila is designed to meet the needs of future agricultural 
growth in the province and it will take the place of the plant in Moron, 
which has been in operation for many years. 


Besides what this represents for the economic order, it will need between 
240 and 260 workers and will therefore be a new source of employment for 
the people of Moron. 


Construction started on 1 February of this year and already by the end of 
July the principal building, whose dimensions are 72 meters across and 60 
meters in depth, was 60 percent complete. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


INDIANS SAID TO BE JOINING GUATEMALAN GUERRILLAS 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 4 Aug 82 p 3 


[Text] Representatives of Guatemalan National Revolutionary Unity (URNG) 
in Cuba offered a press conference at which they said that progress in 

the people's revolutionary war in the Central American country was due 
mainly to the massive incorporation of the population, chiefly the Indians, 
into the politico-military guerrilla organizations. 


After pointing to the worsening of the political, economic, military, and 
social crisis of the regime and the increase in massacres of the defense- 
less civilian population, they stressed the high degree of unity achieved 
through the URNG. 


Andrea Ramirez, Rosa Valencia, and Lucrecia Matzar, in the name of the 
URNG delegation in Cuba, gave a broad and detailed report on the present 
situation in Guatemala and its repercussions in the Central American region. 


They denounced the genocidal regime of General Efrain Rios for religious 
manipulation as an attempt to confuse the population, the cover up of the 
degree of armed confrontation between government forces and the guerrillas, 
and the repressive, anti-people, anti-deomcratic alliance called the Cen- 
tral American Democratic Community, which is responsive to the counter- 
revolutionary plans of the administration of Ronald Reagan to crush the 
Sandinist revolution, the people's struggle of the Farabundo Marti National 
Liberation Front (FMLN), and the revolutionary movements of Guatemala and 
Honduras. 


The URNG delegation in Cuba expressed its solidarity with the struggle 
of the Palestinian people and the progressive Lebanese people against the 
criminal Zionist-imperialist aggression. 


With regard to military activities of the revolutionary organizations, 

the URNG revealed that between January and June of this year 250 attacks 

were make on the enemy, hundreds of sabotage actions were carried out, 

and 203 towns were occupied. In total, they said, 1,302 actions were carried 
out, with 1,592 enemy casualties, both dead and wounded. 


At the press conference, which was held at the offices of the Cuban Journa- 
lists Union (UPEC), domestic and international press media representatives 


participated. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


HAVANA REPORTS UNIT MOVE AMONG CHILEAN LEFTISTS 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 30 Jul 82 p 5 


[Text] The Communist Party, Movement of the Revolutionary Left, Socialist 
Party, and Radical Party of Chile recently issued a brief communique follow- 
ing a meeting held abroad. Following is the text of the communique: 


"Comrade Anselmo Sule, first secretary of the Radical Party of Chile, in 
his capacity as coordinator of the Chilean Left abroad, has begun talks 
with all the member parties with the objective of furthering the agreements 
adopted unanimously in Mexico." 


"To that end he met with the Communist, MIR, and Socialist Parties, repre- 
sented by their secretaries general, Comrades Luis Corvalan, Andres Pascal, 
and Clodomiro Almeyda." 


"At the meeting Comrade Sule stated he would also meet with the other leftist 
groups, and all the participants reaffirmed their commitment to promote 

unity among all the leftist parties and all the democratic opposition groups, 
who, conscious of the situation affecting our nation, consistently stand 

up to the dictatorship, in a nonexclusive spirit and with full respect 

for the ideological positions of the individual groups." 


"They have also agreed to declare that they will continue to maintain the 
necessary contacts among themselves and with all the parties of the Chilean 
Left in order to continue to combine their efforts for a positive response 
to the urgent need and the fervent yearning of the people for the unity 

of all the democratic and common people's groups in the struggle aimed 

at bringing an end to the tyranny that oppresses Chile as soon as possible." 
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VEIGA SPEAKS AT SUGAR WORKERS CEREMONY 





Havana TRABAJADORES in Spanish 7 Aug 82 p 2 


[Speech by comrade Roberto Veiga, secretary general of the CTC and alternate 
member of the Politburo of the Communist Party of Cuba, at the ceremoy for 
"Sugar Workers Day," Sagua la Grande, 6 August 1982, "24th Year of the 
Revolution" J 





[Text] Comrades: 


This celebration of "Sugar Workers Day" was preceded by a fraternal emulation 
among the provinces, all interested in being chosen the site for the commemo- 
rative ceremony on this significant date. This honor deservedly went to 
Villa Clara. 


This province had the best sugar harvest in its history this year which was 
also the best in the country. Recently in an emulation review at Caibarien, 
we referred to the highly satisfactory results achieved by Villa Clara in the 
last sugar harvest; it is not necessary to repeat this. 


Sagua la Grande achieved identical results, justly winning the emulation among 
the municipalities in the province in aclose fight. The Villa Clara sugar 
workers, particularly those in Sagua la Grande, are unquestionable victors. 
They have demonstrated their awareness, enthusiasm, combativeness and strength 
through their deeds. Therefore, we take this occasion to express our warmest 
congratulations to them and wish them renewed and more resounding success in 
their work. 


This is a day of justified happiness. It is also a propitious time to adopt 
new commitments for the important and urgent tasks of the next sugar harvest 
and the remaining harvests during this 5-year period. 


The limitations that low sugar prices impose on us are known. Far from dis- 
couraging our work in sugar productia, they have multiplied them. Commander 
Fidel stressed this in his historic speech last 26 July. 


As is known, sugar is our main export product. The best way to attenuate the 
reduced revenue of the country as a consequence--among other factors--of the 
sharp decline in sugar prices is precisely by producing more sugar. That 
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jemonstrates the great importance of making the 1982-83 harvest larger and 
more efficient. 


If we evaluate the leveis already achieved, a larger and more efficient harvest 
implies an extraordinary challenge. It will put to test our organizational 
ability and our firm determination to camquer any obstacle in the road. A 

goal of this size demands that now, with enough time, all the measures are 
adopted to prevent recurrence of many of the problems that affected us in 
previous years. 


We will carry out the tasks of the next harvest with the courage and determi- 
nation with which we have always confronted our difficult battles in the past. 
We are convinced that all the people will participate in this great produc- 

tion fight, making demand and efficiency the basic slogan to achieve victmy. 


In spite of our iimitations, a great effort has been made to guarantee the in- 
dispensable technical and material Supplies to repair the sugar mills. This 
year we muSt carry out this task with much more care and quality, use all our 
imagination and initiative and devote the conscious, tenacious and sustained 
effort that the needs of the country demand. 


Tne agricultural and industrial equipment and machinery must be ready before 
the date planned for the beginning of the harvest. 


There have been repairs in the grinding sector but if the repairs are not done 
With quality, treakdowns and operational interruptims will affect the norma 
development of the harvest and hurt its efficiency. In the past harvest, 24 
mills had results below expectations. Therefore, they were categorized as 
critical mills. In most of these cases, it was revealed that the situation 
was caused to a great degree by repair deficiencies. That has to make us 
think, put us on the alert and strenzthen control and demand in all the pre- 
erinding activities, particularly in the mills that had unsatisfactory 
results. 


We trust in the stoicism, self-denial, ability and revolutimary awareness of 
the workers involved in the repairs. We hope that they respond fully to the 
demands ot the next harvest through their meritorious work. 


We must use these months to properly train the workers in key posts in the 

critical mills. In general, the training of the sugar industry workers is 

very important. It is closely related to the fight to eliminate bad opera- 
tions, operational interruptions and equipment breakdowns. There is aware- 
ness of this and work in this direction. Measures are being very seriously 
studied sc that the technicians in the miils really play the roles conceived 
for them--that is, that they respond fully to the needs of sugar production. 


There are other problems that affect training which we must try to solve. 


Petention of the workers. 


After the wage measures implemented, the sugar industry became me of the 
best paid branches in the country. However, we still have problems with 


66 











retention of the work force in some places, particularly the nmstabilized 
work force of the recently formed fourth brigade. 


This is a situation that--we repeat--is being evaluated since, in addition to 
influencing operational efficiency and being of great strategic importance, 

it somewhat involved a factor that must provoke energetic actiom by the sugar 
workers and leaders. We are referring to the high and worrisome work accident 
rate among the members of this union. 


It will be necessary to devote special attention to everything concerning 
training and retention of the workers. As many measures as necessary must be 
taken to complete the staffs of the mills 30 days before the harvest begins. 


We have the necessary cane to fulfill the sugar producti pian for next year. 
It is necessary that the mills grind it and grind it well. 


Independent of unfavorable climatic factors that affect certain areas, there 
is more cane cultivation which is supported and strengthened each day. 


The battle to achieve disease-resistant sugar-cane varieties with high agri- 
cultural yield is being won. The effort made in recent years for cultivation 
of cane areas and recovery from the damage caused by rust has been meritorious. 


We are involved in the task to achieve larger cane yields per area. As you 
must assume, this is urgent. 


Growth in our sugar production requires more cane but that cane cannot be ob- 
tained by taking land away from livestock, vegetables and other crops. We 
must "grow upward." Also the agricultural area is reduced each day since 
construction increases--dams, towns, highways, etc. Therefore, the basic way 
to increase sugar production is not by using more land. It is necessary to 
solve this problem by obtaining more cane per area--that is, producing more 
with the same land. 


To help stimulate the fight to increase cane yields, the Sugar Workers Unim, 
in coordination with the Ministry of the Sugar Industry, recently initiated 
the "Special Emulation for High Yields in Cane Agriculture." This emulation 
Will be carried out at the district level for now. 


In this first stage, the districts have been classified into three categories: 
dry land, mixed and irrigated. There is a "District Aspiring to Vanguard" 
Certificate and a "Vanguard District" Banner to be awarded to those that 
reach the average arrobas per caballeria established for each category. 


In the first 10 days of September, there will be an assembly process in all 
the districts of the country to announce the regulations for this special 
emulation and have the workers sign concrete and measurable agreements to 
help meet their objectives. 


In the last 10 days of September, the First National Meeting of "Vanguard 
Districts" will be held in our capital. On that occasion, the "Vanguard 
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District" Banner will be presented in a solemn ceremony to all those 
nave acnieved this distinction based on the results of the l 


We hope that this emulatim excites the workers and helps acnieved quantifi- 
able and tangible results. We do not doubt that, as time passes, the develop- 
ment of this emulation will enable us to proclaim enterprises, municipalities 
and provinces where all the districts have won the "Vanguard" banner, an un- 
equivocal symbol of victory. 





The Sugar Workers Union has proposed to strengthen the organization and de- 
velopment of the Special Sugar Harvest Emulation in the mills. No one denies 
the positive effects of this emulation and the rich experiences it has per- 
mitted us to accumulate. However, formalism and routine that can contaminate 
it can already be seen in its development. Therefore, it is necessary to re- 
act strongly. We must make this emulation more flexible and simpler, devoid 
of unnecessary complications. It is indispensable to make it more comprehen- 
sible and attractive to the workers. As practice teaches us, the emulation 
must constantly be enriched, renovated and updated, introducing new elements 
that changing realities make advisable. 


c 


Referring to the Special Sugar Harvest Emulation, we must point out that the 
cars, motorcycles, trips abroad and other incentives that have been introduced 
AS motivation have been accepted with great enthusiasm and interest by the 
workers. However, we must recognize that there has been nonfulfillment in 

the de: very of construction materials which we must quickly resolve. 


Ihe CIC [Central Organization of Cuban Trade Unions] and the unions propose 
to carry out the next sugar harvest exclusively with brigades of manual and 
mechanized cutters that are members of the million-arroba movement. 


[his is an ambitious goal but it is possible. The results of the last har- 
vest where all the brigades in Havana City cut 2 millim or more and all the 
brigades in Havana and Ciego de Avila Provinces cut more than 1 million ar- 
robas confirm this. 


The progressive development of mechanization, the degree of organization and 
planning achieved, the moral and wage incentives implemented and, especially, 
the moral and revolutionary climate that has prevailed in past sugar harvests 
make the aspiration to fight successfully so that all the provinces be part 

t the million-arroba movement in the next harvest feasible. 


(o achieve this goal, the incorporation of volunteer cutters through a strict 
selection that guarantees the choice of the most productive and experienced 


oe he ee a 
cutters 135 indispensable. 


Of course, making the proper selection of volunteer cutters is closely tied 


with the increased productivity of the combine operators and the increased 
incorporation of regular cutters. If this is achieved--perfectly possible if 
we seriously plan it--the number of mobilized cutters will be lower. There- 


fore, the work of selecting the most productive will be facilitated. 
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For the coming harvest, it is our firm intention to strengthen the million- 
arroba movement among the combine platoons. We will give priority to organi- 
zation of the emulation in this ativity. We will allocate a additional 
number of incentives to help stimulate the work of the operators, mechanics, 
platoon chiefs and all the support personnel. 


A major effort is being carried out now in the selection and training of 
Operators. At the same time, other measures to improve their work stability 
are being studied. 





In the next harvest, we must propose to achieve substantial increases in pro- 
ductivity in mechanized cutting. It suffices to say that if we managed to cut 
more than 8,700 arrobas daily by machine, this would mean that 3.5 millio 
additional arrobas of cane would be cut every day compared to the last har- 
vest. This is the minimum for which we must fight. 


To achieve this objective, efforts in the selection and training of the oper- 
ators and in the national manufecture of combine parts are very important. 
Correct planning of the cutting amd appropriate conditioning of the areas are 
also indispensable. 


It is possible to improve the yields of mechanized cutting in most of the 
provinces. 


We are persuaded of the need to fight to increase the number of regular cut- 
ters in the harvest. We do not mean that all cane agricultural workers must 
be indiscriminately incorporated in the cutting to the neglect of other ur- 
gent cane agriculture tasks. We mean curbing the tendency which predominates 
in some places of progressively reducing the staff of regular cutters and 
keeping too many for other cane agriculture tasks. This practice affects the 
productivity of the cutting, unnecessarily increases the number of mobilized 
cutters of the CTC and hurts the yicld of the cane enterprises. 


In the next 60 days, there will be intensive activity in @ganizatim of the 
work force that will be incorporated in cutting in the coming harvest. We 
will work on selecting all the volunteer cutters from the unios in suffi- 
cient time. The brigade chiefs will actively and directly participate in 
this task. They can give invaluable aid due to their knowledge of the cut- 
ters, particularly their productive possibilities. 


In all this process--we repeat--there is the guideline not to accept workers 
with doubtful productive possibilities. Also during this stage, the brigades 
of regular and volunteer cutters will be organized so that their make-up and 
number will make it possible to achieve the million-arroba distinction. The 
Cutting commitment contracted for the next harvest will be discussed first 
with each brigade and the days needed t»% reach each step of the million- 
arroba movement will be stipulated. 


Some municipalities have announced their ‘irtention to hold registration ce- 


remonies for the brigades of cutters that will be used in the harvest. Those 
ceremonies will consist of the presentation of banners to identify each 
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collective and ratification of the commitment by all the members to cut 
* - 4 ~ . o ~ft> mower ~Yy> ct Kia + ; sa! ltr n> WD A ~ 
| million arrobas of cane a@ more. This is an initlative that should s 


ituted a special award for the unions, provinces and munici- 
all the manual and mechanizea cutting brigades reacn the hm- 
ion of a million arrobas. 

We are convinced that if we do things well, if we meet the guidel 
selection of the most productive cutters, if we make our administ ors under- 
Stand the justice and importance of helping mobilize the workers with greatest 
possibilities for the harvest--if we do all this--we are creating the condi- 
tions so that the million-arroba movement amomg the cutters reach unprece- 
dented heights. Not just one, two or three provinces will achieve the dis- 
tinction of a million but all or almost all will. 


Tne victorious background of Villa Clara Province permits us to hope that 
when tt ie next harvest ends, this territory will be among those that achieve 
the honorable distinction of a million. We also hope that this municipality, 
Sagua la Grande, will be one of the first in the country to achieve this 


Victory. 


Of course, to aid in increased productivity of the cutters, it is very impor- 
tant to c¢ onsider the criteria used in the planning. If a conservative cri- 
terion predominates when estimating productivity and the work force is under- 
estimated in its real cutting potential, the number of mobilized workers will 
increase unnecessarily and the productivity of the cutters will stagnate and 
be limited. This will affect the aspiration to strongly develop the million- 
arroba movement. Of course, the planning of the productivity of the cutters 
cannot be done idealistically either, projecting unrealizable figures that 
Will later mean that a number of cutters will not meet the planned anount of 
cane. We cannot be cmservative or idealistic. It is necessary to proceed 
realistically, based on the principle that the daily fulfillment of the de- 
livery plan must be a commitment of honor by all those who have the respon- 
sibility of supplying cane to the mills. The effort to guarantee the daily 
Ccuttims and grinding will be united to the work to keep the cane clean and 
cult ivated. to exploit cblg- een resources to “he maximum and to fulfill the 
cane sowing plans with the required quality. 


sSibilities, we have proposed to continue improving attention 
to the man in the coming harvest, increasing our concern fa@ his food, his 
required work means, passes and measures to guarantee them, transportation 
otf the workers to the cutting sites and organization of apolypbieceiemn activi- 
ties at the lodging facilities or canps. It iS necessary to remember that 
the next harvest will demand greater strictness in work due io its volume, 
Intensity and duration. 
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1 in tne cane enterprises deci- 
Sugar workers. There are provinces 
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and enterprises that have done good work in this. However, there are others 
that do not deserve this adjective. 


We must extend the policy of allocating an area for self-consumption to ail 
the cane enterprises. This is an additional way to obtain agricultural pro- 
ducts to improve the food for the workers which has a great effect on produc- 
tive results. 


There are already preventive medical check-ups for the high productivity cut- 
ters to detect any conditim that might arise. This is also dme with the 
combine and loader operators. We are also reviewing some minor wage problems 
that remained pending in the last harvest to find the appropriate solutions. 


Dear comrades: 





Today, "Sugar Workers Day," we evoke with great emotion that nizht of 6 Aug- 
ust 1960 when our beloved chief and guide, comrade Fidel, proclaimed that the 
revolutionary government, in an act of full sovereignty, had just recovered 
the large sugar enterprises and cane plantations, including 36 Yankee sugar 
mills, fo their legitimate owners, the people. 


Since then, the road has been hard and difficult. We remember, in the first 
years, when pirate airplanes bombed mills, burned cane and sabotaged productian. 


There were tecmicians and skilled personnel who deserted and swelled the 
ranks of the enemies of the fatherland and the revolution. They were weak in 
spirit, selfish and ambitious. They preferred the crumbs that their imperi- 
alist masters offered them. However, valuable and prestigious technicians 
Stayed here, patriots and revolutimaries who unhesitatingly decided to con- 
tribute, with their people, to the great epic of the constructio of a better 
and more just society, the socialist society. 


The great victories achieved in all areas during these 23 years of revolution 
Stand out. An important part of these victories has been achieved through 
the decisive aid of you and all sugar workers. 


We feel great joy that so many comrades who have justly earned the "Jesus 
Suarez Gayol" Award for their 2 years or more of work in the sugar wanch 
with true selflessness and revolutimary passion are present at this ceremony. 


Dear comrades: 


What a diiference there is between the living conditims of our sugar warkers 
and those of other countries in the so-called Third World, particularly in 
the Caribbean. While innumerable sugar workers and their families are con- 
Stantly thrown out into the street to suffer poverty and hunger, our sugar 
workers--like all the workers in our country--have their present and future 
assured. While in many countries sugar production is restricted, here in 
our fatherland it increases each year. While in many places sugar factories 
even close facing the sharp economic crisis that they suffer, here in our 
fatherland new mills are being opened and constructed. 
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people belongs entirely to them. The second ist of 
sugar production destined for exportation has a guaranteed stable market at 
just prices in the socialist countries, especially the Soviet Union. Our 
trade relations with it are a true example of solidarity between two frater- 
nal peoples. 


Sugar worker comrades: 
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all its cutting and hauling work force and other supplies guaranteed before 
beginning its tasks. Each mill must start up m the planned date with clok- 


work precisiaQn. 


Anything that is not done in the beginning cannot be easily recovered iater. 
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Long live the sugar workers! 

Long live the Communist Party of Cuba! 
Long live Fidel! 

Fatherland or death! 


We will win! 
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WERNMENT CRI TICIZES, PLANS CHANGES IN BROADCASTING SERVICE 
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ROSEAU Dominica Monday 
(‘CANA’) — The Dominica 
Government is not satisfied 
with the programmes offered 
by the state-owned Dominica 
Broadcasting Service (DBS), 
because they do not meet the 
broad needs of Dominicans, 
Prime Minister and Minister 
of Information, Eugenia 
Charles told Parliament 
today 

She said that changes had 
been made at the radio station 
and that new programmes 
were soon to begin . 

The government's position 
on the radio station was stated 
after a government back- 
bencher, Pat Stevens, asked 
whether the government was 
satisfied with the DBS 
programmes, functions and 
dues iwse -" 

Miss Charles said. 

Government is not satisfied 
with the programmes offered 
hy the national broadcasting 
station for the reason ....that 





Y 


these programmes do no! 
sausfy the broad needs of the 
people of this country.” 

She added: ‘The functions 
and duties of the station are 
well defined to inform, 
educate and entertain the 
ciuzens of this country in such 
a manner as to raise the 
general level of awareness 
and to improve the quality of 
life.” 

Miss Charles said that new 
programmes would soon be 
introduced. She added 
‘Training of members of staff 
at the work place has also 
been arranged.”’ 

The accounts of the 
Dominica state lottery for the 
years from 1976 to 1982 were 
presented to Miss Charles who 
said it was the first time such 
a presentation had been made 

She said that the lottery was 
operating “‘at a loss’’ and 
overnment would soon 
decide whether to continue 
with it 
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' SECTION DOMINICA 


BRIEFS 


HOPES FOR TRINIDAD AID--Roseau (GNA)--The Dominica government expects exist- 
ing programmes of assistance from Trinidad and Tobago to continue despite 
the Trinidad government's recent indication that dwindling oil revenues 
would affect its Caricom assistance programme, Government Minister Bernard 
Alleyne said the current assistance being received from Trinidad and 

Tobago is under a three-year programme which was expected tc’ be successfully 
concluded, According to the minister there is some possibility of adverse 
economic conditions in Trinidad and Tobago which may affect the formulation 
of a new agreement at the end of the current three-year programme, He said, 
however, that the Dominica government would still be looking forward to 
being able at the end of the programme "to immediately negotiate satis- 
factory and mutually beneficial deals with the Trinidad government." [Text] 
[Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 6 Aug 82 p 4] 
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GRENAwWA 


[INAUGURATION OF MINISTRY FOR WOMEN 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 20 Aug 82 p 3 


[7 xt] 


ST GEORGES. Grenada. August 


One of the first tasks of the newly estab 
lished Ministry of Women’s affairs will 
be to work towards climination of arti 
ficial barriers which have served to 
keep back the development of women 
in Grenada 


This deciaration was made yesterday by 


Prime Minister Maurice Bishop as he 
officially declared the Ministry open. 


‘The task of this Womens Ministry is to 
face up to these obstacles. to continue 
to identify them. to ensure that, as rap- 
idly as possible. they develop all the 
necessary forms and mechanisms to 
ensure that we can remove them as 
quickly as possible.’ Bishop said. 


The Prime Minister said it will take a 
long time but. when these obstacles to 
womens development have been remoyv 
ed. then there will be no need for a 
Ministry of Women's Affatrs 

But that is going to take us many vears 
of hard work and struge ¢ he said 
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“Many years of the woman and ‘the 
man in‘our society working together 
jointly. facing the problems we have 
inherited and understanding that it is 
not a question of competition between 
man and woman, but a question of the 
man and the woman working together 
‘to face our common enemy. imperial- 
sm. and in particular. United States 
imperialism . 

The Ministry of Women's Affairs falls 
within the portfolio of Minister of Edu 
cation Jacqueline Creft, and Secretary 
(Junior Ministér) in that Ministry is 
Phyilis Coard, wite of Minister o: 
Finance Bernard Coard and President 
of the National Womens Organization. 


Speaking at the official opening of the 

Ministry yesterday. Phyllis Coard said it 
is political outlaok and not sex which 
determines one’s attitude to women. 
It has been a fundamental aspect of 
our partys commitment to socialisir © 
She said. “and that is, that there are 
equal ‘rights for all working people 
including women and youths . 














COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


BRIEFS 


CARRIACOU CATTLE DEATHS=-St Ge rges, Grenada, Aug 17 (CANA)--Cattle are 
dying by the hundreds, as Grenada's sister island, Carriacou experiences 
its worst drought in years, according to a government release here, The 
13-square mile island has lost a quarter of its cows, 450, and 500 goats 
and sheep, estimated at five percent of total stock, The release said the 
drought with rainfall down in some cases to about 10 percent of monthly 
average, has also drastically slashed production of corn, beans, cotton 
and peas. Rainfall for the months of May, June and July this year amounted 
to 0.59, 1.9 and 0.6 inches respectively, compared with the monthly average 


of 4.5 and six inches previously. [Text] [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in 
English 20 Aug 82 p 15] 
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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY TOLD GOVERNMENT WILL NOT DENATIONALIZE 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 20 Aug 82 pp l, 5 


(rext] 


A SENIOK Cabinet Minister reiterated in the 
National: Assembly yesterday that the Government 
had no intention of de-nationalising any of the cor- 
porations or reintroducing private enterprise in them. 


Minister of Internal 
Trade and Consumer 
Protection Frank Hope 
quoted trom the decision 
of the last General 
Council meeting of the 
ruling People’s National 
Congress to emphasize 
the point when he stoutly 
defended charges by the 
Minority that measures 
before the National 
Assembly would take the 
country back to 
Capitalism. 

Cde Hope, who was 
piloting the Public 
Corporations Bill 
(Amendment) Bill 
through the House, 
declared that the 
Government had_= an 
impressive record of 
bringing the commanding 
heights of the economy 
within the public sector 
and did not intend to 
bring back private en- 
terprise into any of the 
critical industries. 

He said criticisms 
about succumbing to 
pressure from the im- 
perialists were based ona 
misunderstanding of the 
Bill which only sought to 
provide for a Minister to 
assist the President in 
carrying out his functions 
as President of Guystac 
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and to expand. the 
membership of cor- 
porations beyond 
members and officials of 
the specific corporations 

Dr. Cheddi Jagan, 
Leader of the Minority in 
the House had described 
the Bill as ‘‘innocuous’’ 
and said it was one of the 
measures brought to the 
House because of 
pressure on the govern- 
ment to discontinue 
nationalisation and in- 
troduce the imperialist 
model of partnership 
between Government and 
private industry. 

Earlier when Finance 
Minister Sallahuddin 
sought approval of $475 
million for Government 
io take over the. in- 
debtedness to the banks 
of Guysuco, Guymine, 
Guyana Kice Board and 
Guyconstruct, Dr. Jagan 
also attributed the 
measures to external 
factors 

He called for an in- 
vestigation by a 
Parliamentary Select 
Committee ot the 
operations of the four 
corporations. 
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Dr Jagan suggested 
that if Government in 
troduce workers control, 
align closely to the 
socialist block and stop 
racial discrimination, 
nepotism and corruption 
the difficulties facing the 
corporations would be 
solved. 

Vice-President 
Hamilton Green, 
speaking for Gsuysuco and 
GKRB said Government 
had been takiog a hard 
look at the two cor 
porations and was now 
putting in place 
mechanisms to ensure 
that they tunction ef- 
ticiently. On the question 
of relations with the 
socialist bloc, Cde Green 
said: ‘‘We take our non- 
alignment seriously and 
we take our economic 
development seriously, 
and shall continue to do 
so."' 

Like Energy and Mines 
Minister Hubert Jack, 
Cde Green pointed out 
that Guyana had been 
developing economic 
relations with socialist 
countries and would 
continue to trade with 
Fast °F West once the 
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conditions were 
reasonable and the prices 
were right. 

Cde Jack said 
Government had also 
been carrying out a 
serious evaluation of 
Guymine and Guycon- 
Struct and the increase 
equity contribution 
provided for in the $475 
million financial paper 
was part and parcel of the 
new measures Govern- 
ment intended to put into 
place at the two cor- 
porations. 

Cde Jack stressed that 
the taking over of the 
debts of the two com- 
panies by the central 
government was not a 
panacea for the ills af- 
fecting them but the 
measure was one of the 
things needed to be done 
for the companies. 

Finance Minister 
Sallahuddin, who suc- 
cesstully moved the $475 
million motion on behalf 
of Vice-President 
Desmond Hoyte, said the 
money was to cover in- 
debtedness to the banks 
by the four entities 
because of decreased 
earnings because. of 
marketing problems and 


other tactors. 

Minister Sallahuddin 
said ceiling limits would 
be rigorously observed in 
the corporations’ 
borrowings, and Govern- 
‘ment would monitor the 
money supply through 
efficient and effective 
managment anda system 
of financial ac- 
countability. 

The Minister said no 
new money was being 
found from any source 
and overdraft 
management would be 
pursued through the 
Minister responsible for | 
the corporations. 

Two other Bills, the | 
National Archives of 
Guyana Bill and the > 
National Assembly 
(Disqualification) 
Amendment Bill were 
passed without op- 
position. 

The Shops Consolation 
Bill was however, 
deferred for final con- 
sideration next Wed- 
nesday for Labour, 
Manufacturing and 
Industrial Development 
Minister Kenneth Denny | 
to study PPP 
representation. 
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GOVERNMENT WILL NOT RELINQUISH CONTROL OF GUYMINE 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 19 Aug 82 p l 
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VICE - Presj 
Desmond ad 
yesterday scotched 
rumours that the Guyana 
Government intends to 
relinquish control of the 
Guyana Mining ‘Enter4 
prise Limited (Guymine) 
Pier e Aluminium 
(Alean).” - 

He was responding t; 
question trom. an Fada 
seas-based Guyanese 
student at an orientation 
Session orgahised bv the 
Public Service Ministry 
for local students 
studying in College$ and 
Universities abroad. 

Minister in the Office of 
the Prime Minister 
Yvonne Harewood- Benn 
explained that the session 
was organised to inform 
the students about 
developments in Guyana 
and to dispel any fears 
which may have arisen 
through the spreading of 
rumours 

One such fear was that 
the government plans to 
relinguish control of 


Guymine's operations to 
Alcan 
Cde Hoyie explained 


that the rumour’ might 
have been sparked off by 
a Guymine ad- 
vertisement in a trade 
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journal inviting firms to 
undertake an_ indepth 
study of Guymine’s 
operations with a view to 
making recom- 
mendations for their 
improvement. 

Alcan, he said, was one 
of the four firms which 
responded to the ad- 
vertisement. Kaiser aad 
U.S. Steel of the USA and 
a French firm also 
responded. 

Several international 
firms are employed in 
different areas of 
Guymine’ operations, he 
added. 

Referring to the state of 
the national economy, the 
Vice-President who is 
emery for Economic 

Planning and Finance. 
explaine that low 
production, poor prices 
for raw materials ex- 
ported by Third World 
countries and several 
other inter-related 
factors have contributed 
to the present world 
economic crisis . 

He told the students 
that in the light of the 
current recession which 
has brought about a 
contraction of Guyana’s 
markets, there is urgent 
need for thi$ country to 
cut back its imports to the 
1 bare minimum. 
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"CHRONICLE" RESPONDS TO CRITICISM IN ANONYMOUS LETTER 


Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 8 Aug 82 p 7 


[rext ] 
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WE have received and 
have read carefully your 
letter of 1982-08-02. We 
have decided against 
publishing it not because 
we ‘‘fallin the category of 
the government- 
controlled journalists’, 
but because important 
parts of your letter are 
libellous (as when you 
accuse a professional of 
having sold his soul to the 
devil) and the publication 
of other parts (such as 
your reference to a 
private conversation with 
an ex-editor) would be 
unethical. Generally, 
your letter is much more 
appropriate to the 
medium of a. neigh- 
bourhood buse-out than to 
the pages of a Sunday 
newspaper.. 

We are not disturbed by 
your attacks on this 
paper. Indeed, we have 
laid down as policy that 
letters critical of the 
Chronicle be given first 
preference. 

And even though the 
Chronicle is a govern- 

ment -owned = and 
almost, ipso facta a pro- 
government newspaper, 
our columns are 


&] 


available for the ex- 
pression of all points of 
view, provided that any 
letter or article con- 
taining any such view 1s 
written in a_ legally 
Outbursts against in- 
dividuals are not part of 
our mandate, though 
reasoned criticisms 
against public officfals 
may be published. 

-We are not sufficiently 
strong financially to 
publish material which is 
clearly libellous while 
the author of the material 
saves his skin by with- 





holding his name from 
print. A colleague has 
already given you a mild 
lecture on the cowardice 
of concealing your own 
name while questioning 
the integrity and courage 
of others. 

We challenge you , 
Mister Realist, to find 
an editor of a legally 
published newspaper in 
this country -whether pro- 
government or. anti- 
government - who would 
risk litigation by 
publishing your letter in 
the exact form in which 
you sent it tous. 

ED* TOR -in-CHIEF 
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"CHRONICLE" REPORTS ON PPP CONGRESS RESOLUTIONS 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 5 Aug 82 pp 4 
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frext] 


THE Minority People’s 
Progressive Party has 
resolved to expand its 
membership by 
recruiting ‘‘the most 
advanced persons among 
the workers, peasants 
and other sections of the 
population.”’ 

At the just concluded 
21st Congress of the party. 
delegates also agreed 
that they would con- 
tinuously adopt a 
business-like approach to 
the functions of the party 
groups , district and 
regidnal committees and 
all special committees of 
the party 

These tasks were 
among the main ones for 
the party in the period 
ahead in keeping with the 
congress theme: 
‘Strengthen the Party! 
Defend the Masses! 
Liberate Guyana!"’ So said 
a release containing the 
various resolutions — in- 
cluding one with 4000 
words . 

The PPP, noting that 
the People’s ° National 
Congress would _ not 
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voluntarily abdicate, also 
resolved that ‘‘all round 
preparations must be 
made to fulfill the task to 
establish a_ people’s 
revolutionary 
democracy.”’ 


The resolution on party 
tasks said. ‘‘the need to 
coalesce all progressive 
and revolutionary forces 
and to remove the PNC 
regime is now the most 
important task’’. 


Just before’ the 
Congress , the PPP 
Leader, Dr Cheddi Jagah 
declared that they would 
unite only with anti- 
imperialists. This 
prompted the Catholic 
Standard to declare that 
the PPP, like the PNC , 
seems to be bent on 
‘‘golng it alone.”’ 

“The trouble,’’ the 
Standard said, “‘js that 
the PPP seems incapable 
of breaking out of its fixed 


Moscow:; mould = and 
adapting itself to the 
changing Guyanese 
situation. 


‘Ideology is, on every 
occasion, put before the 
needs and wishes of the 


Guyanese people,’ the 
Standard said when 
reporting a snag in a 
Guyana Council of 
Churches attempt to 
bring together’ the 
political parties in search 
of a solution to the 
country’s economic ills. 

In another resolution 
at the Congress, the PPP 
complained about the 
withholding of adequate 
newsprint supplies and 
the refusal of the 
government to grant 
licences for their im- 
portation. 

As a solution to the 
immediate financial 
crisis facing the country, 
the PPP proposed that 
Government sub- 
stantially reduce or 
suspend debt and com- 
pensation payments; 
reduce, the number of 
vice-presidents, 
ministers and their 
salaries , overseas trips 
and allowances, as well 
as expenditure on the 
disciplined services and 
the abolition of the 
Ministry of National 
Development. 
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"CATHOLIC STANDARD,‘ EDITOR FACE GOVERNMENT LAW SUIT 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 20 Aug 82 p 8 


[Text ] 


ACTING Chief Plan- 
ning Otticer Clarence 
Blue has instructed his 
attorneys ‘‘to file an 
action tor damages for 
libel against Fr. Andrew 
Morrison and the Catholic 
Standard’ a statement 
from the State Planning 
Secretariat (SPS) _ said 
yesterday. 

The impending action is 
an upshoot of a month-old 
controversy sparked off 
by an article under the 
caption ‘Sick Guyana 
Rejects!’ Diagnosis °, 
Treatment’ published in 
the July 18 issue of the 
Catholic Standard, of- 
ficial organ of the 
Catholic Church in 
Guyana. 

The article purported to 
deal with the progréss of 
a ‘‘preliminary diagndsis 
report’’ which a firm of 
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Yugoslav consultants was 
preparing as the first 
phase of their in- 
volvement in a 30-month 
project with the SPS 
entitled: ‘Institutional 
support for national 
systems of planning and 
projects.’ 

Cde Blue is the 
Executive Secretary of 
the project, leader of the 
Guyanese professional 
counterpart team to the 
consultants and a 
member of the Project 
Evaluation Committee. 

Subsequent to the 
publication of the article, 
Vice President Desmond 
Hoyte who has respon- 
sibility for the SPS wrote 
Fr. Morrison, the Editor 
of the Catholic Standard 
contending that the ar- 
ticle was replete with 
inaccuracies and had no 
factual basis. 


‘‘He further pointed out 
that the article impugned 
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the professional integrity 
of the technicians who 


comprised the coun- 
terpart team to the 
consultants, and thatit 
was therefore 
defamatory,’’ the SPS 
said in its statement. 

The $PS noted also that — 
the Editor of the Catholic 
Standard refused to 
retract the ‘offending 
article’ even though’ the | 
YugoSalv consultants had | 
written him a letter | 
pointing out to him that 
the Catholic Standard 
article was without 
factual basis. 

‘“‘In the circumstances, 
the officials of the State 
Planning Secretariat will 
seek the arbitrament of 
the courts of law to ex- 
pose the baseless and 
malicious nature of the 
‘Catholic Standard’ ar- 
ticle and to vindicate 
their integrity” the SPS 
said in its statement. 
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LIST OF GUODS PROHIBITED FROM IMPORTATION PUBLISHED 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 5 Aug 82 p 4 


HERE is a list of “com 
pletely prohibited items.” The 
importation, possession or 
trade in these commodities is 
against the ‘aw. The public is 
asked to note them carefully. 

in a circular to members of 
the Police Force some weeks 
ago law enforcement 
autnontes stressed the need 
for greater vigilance and 
firmness on the part of 
Porcemen. 

Policemen have been in- 
structed to vigorously pursue 
the eliminaton of the con 
traband trade and there have 
been a number of arrests of 
persons found in possession 
of uncustomed and 
prchibited goods. 

This list which ss availabie 
wt the Ministry of Trade and 
Consumer Protection ts for 
-he guidance of the pubiic. 
COMPLETELY PROH'BITE. 

DESCRIPTION OF 
COMMODITIES 

Veat of bovine cattle (beef 
or veal); Meat of sheep or 

amb (mutton lamb); Meat of 
swine (pork): Poultry, killed 
or dressed 

Frash chilled or frozen meat 
notin S1.T.C. Nos 011-01 to 
0113-08 including edipie 

Hais, horse meat and game) 

5A USAGE: 

Otner kinds of meat canned 
Nd Meat preparations, 
canned and not canred 

nciluding Meat pastes etc.) 


n.€.5S. 


Meat extracts and 
preparations of meat n.e.s. 
(excluding natural sausage 
casings, Bovril, Marmite, 
Honig and Maggi Cubes) 

Natural Honey: 

loe cream (excluding ice 
cream powders) _ 

Fish satted dned or sacked 
but not further prepared 

Cod fish, salmon and trout: 
mackerel; herring; otner fish 
\Salted, dried or smoked). 

Fish canned and fish 
preparations Fish and fish 
products Crustaceans and 
molilusces in air tight con- 
fainers. 

Salmon; sardines; herrings 

All other fish canned and 
fish preparations n.e.s. (incl. 
fish paste, Pilchards etc.) 

Bakery products (bread, 
biscuits, cakes etc.) Biscuits, 
sweetened (in bulk and in 
small packages); Biscuits 
unfiavoured and un- 
sweetened in buiks. 

Biscurts unfavoured and 
unsweetened in tins or small 
packages. 


Biscuits and other bakery 
products n.e.s. iinci. cakes, 
bread etc.) 

Cereal preparations for 
food n.a.s. Corn (maize) 
canned. Ail other inciuding 
sweet com. All other edible 
nuts {@.q. aimonds, Brazil 
nuts, Hazel etc.) 

Dred fruits including ar- 
thficuaity dehydrated 
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FRUITS PRESERVED 

Preserved fruits whole orn 
pieces with or without acaed 
sugar, whether in amtight 
containers of not. 

Preserved fruits in airtight 
containers 

Preservec fruits not in 
airtight containers. 

Fruits, fruit peal. parts of 
plants drained, ciaced or 
crystallized, flavoured or not. 
_ Jams, marmalaces, fruit 
jelles, fruit pulps and pastes 
whether wm airtight containers 
or not. 

Jams, marmalades and fruit 
jetlies: All others. 

Fruit juices, unfermented 
whether frozen or not \in- 
duding syrups and natural 
fruit flavours) 

Grapefruit juice in buik;: 

Grapefruit juice in airtight 
containers. Orange juice in 
Dulk; 

Orange juice in airtight 
containers. Mixtures of 
orange and grapefruit juice 

Lime juice, raw: Lime juice, 
concentrated; 

Lime juice top puip: 

Lime juice clear, clanfied, 
fiterad, racked or settied 

All other (including frur 
Syrups) 1.e.s 

Other ‘fresh and «aned 
vegetabies, roots and tubers 
N.2.S. NOt including artiticaily 
dehydrated {including beans 
and peas, fresh (not dred) 
Carrots, asparagus. caddages 


etc. 











Other fresh and = dred 
vegetables, roots and tubers 
n.€.s., not including ar 
tificially dehydrated  (in- 
cluding beans and peas. fresh 
(not dried), carrots, 
asparagus, cabbages, etc. 
VEGETABLES PRESERVED 

AND VEGETABLE .- 
PREPARATIONS 
Jege tables dehydrated: 


All soups and vegetable 
juices in airtight containers. 
Tomatoes, canned or in other 
airtight containers. Peas and 
beans canned or in other 
airtight containers. Other 
vegetables canned or in other 
airtight containers. 
Vegetables preserved 9 or 
prepared (except frozen, 
dehydrated or in brine), notin 
airtight containers 

Other sorts of beet sugar 
and cane refined (including 
loaf, ‘ump, granulated). 
Artificial Honey 


CSO: 3025/449 


SUGAR PREPARATIONS: 

Sugar confectionery in 
cluding toffees; Other articles 
of food with a sugar base; 
Chocolate confectionery. 

Curry powder and mixed 
spices; Pickles and 
vegetables preserved in 
vinegar sauces and other 
condiments. 

Fruit juices fortified with 
spirits. 

Peanut butter al other 
edible nuts, cagned or 
otherwise dehydrated soups; 
Non aicoholic beverages 
(excluding fruft or vegetable 
juice @.g. aerated waters, 
herb, beer ale). 

Alcoholic Beverages: 

Sparkling wines including 
champagne; Beer and Ale; 
St out and Porter. 

DISTILLED ALCOHOLIC ' 

BEVERAGES: 

Gin in bottie of a strength 
not exceeding 85 per cent 
proof spirit; Other gin; Vodka. 

Paints and Enamels. — 


Varnishes and Lacquer.: 

Cleaning preparations 
without soap ‘~td-sergents) 
excluding detergents for 
industria! use. 

Bed Liner, Table Linen, 
Kitchen Linen of all maternals. 

Louvre glass 

Finished structural part 
made of aluminium and other 
non-ferrous base metais, 
including assembied 
structures. 


FURNITURE AND FIX- 
TURES: 

Wood furniture and fix- 
tures; Chairs (all kinds); Other 
wood furniture and fixtures. 


METAL FURNITURE 

AND FIXTURES: 

Chairs (tall kinds); Filing 
cabinets, desks and othef 
office furniture n.e.s. Other 
metal furniture and fixtures 
(incl. parts n.e.8.) 

FURNITURE N.R.S. (DD): 

Furniture and basket ware; 
Other furniture n.e.s8. dd (incl. 


parts n.6.38.) 
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GOVERNMENT TO SET UP COCONUT AUTHORITY TO BOOST INDUSTRY 
Authority's Jurisdiction 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 6 Aug 82 p 1 


[Text] 


THE Guyana Government has decided to set up a 
National Coconut Authority with a view to boosting 
the local industry, and cutting back on domestic 
imports of edible oil. 

The decision to set up the national authority wes taken by 
Cabinet based on recommendations submitted by Vice- 


President for Agriculture, Hamilton Green. 


in keeping with Vice 
President Green’s proposals, 
the Authority is to be set up 
as a legally constituted entity 
charged with the respon 
sibility of monitoring all 
aspects of the industry. 

it will be a 12-membe: body 
with two representatives 
each from the National 
Coconut Producers 
Association ..d the Nationa! 
Congress of Local 
Democratic Organs 


(NCLOQs) the Extension and 
tGucation Division of the 
Ministry of Agriculture, and 
the Ot Producers-Refiners 
nd By product Utilisers; one 
representative each from the 
Guyana Consumers 
Association and the Ministry 
of Internal Trade ana Con- 
sumer Protection: and the 
Chief Agricultural Offic + and 
the Deputy Chief Agricuitural 
Officer as two. ex-officie 
members 
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The authority which will 
function under the aegis of 
the Agriculture Minis: y will 
also have a fuil-tme non- 
voting secretary. Its chairman 
and deputy chairman vwvill be 
appointed by the Minis:er of 
Agricuture. 

As an agricultural crop, 
coconut .ranks third in im- 
portance after rice and sugar 
cane in Guyana. However, 
over the last decade there has 
‘peenamarked  decline__in 
production in the  jocal 
coconut industry. 

Among other things, the 
authority will monitor ‘pnd 
stimulate the production of 
dried nuts as well as water 
nuts, copra, crude oil, refined 
oil, and will monitor and 
stimulate the production and 


utilisation of coconut by- 
products, 
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(Text ] 





First Producer 


THE first Regional 
Coconut Producers’ 
Association was 
established yesterday at 
Paradise, East Coast, 
Demerara. The 
Association was set up at 
2 meeting attended by 
Vice-President Hamilton 
Green and coconut 
growers and producers in 


Region Four. 

Coconut producers’ 
associations will be 
estabiished in the various 
regions of the country and 
representatives from 
each regional body will 
sit on a Nationai Coconut 
Producers’ Association 


As part of a wider effort 
to improve the operation 





of the coconut industry, 
representatives of the 
Nationa! Coconut 

Producers Association 
will be part of the 
National Coconut 
Authonty whose mem- 
bers are expected to de 
named shortly by 


> . 


~ 
= 
O / 


President 
ham 

At yesterday's Paradise 
meeting, Hope Farm 
Manager Cde. S. Pat- 
terson was appointed 
president of the new 


Forbes Burn- 


Regional Association, 
with Jai Kissoon Vice- 
President and Satesh 


Persaud, Secretary. 

During the meeting, 
which took place in the 
Region Four ad- 
ministration Dduilding, 
farmers mentioned a 
number of problems 
experienced in the 
coconut industry. These 
included the 
unavailability of young 
plants, and insecticides, 
and larceny of produce. 

Vice-President Green 
took the opportunity to 
detail some of the central 
governments plans for 
the revitalising of the 
local coconut industry: 
The setting up of the 
National Coconut 
Authority is one of these. 
plans 
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IN SUGAR PRICES CUTS FOREIGN EXCHANGE EARNINGS 


orgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 10 Aug 82 p 1 
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GUYSUCO'S gross 
foreign exchange earn- 
ings declined from 34 
million dollars in 1980 to 
293.6 million dollars in 
1981, mainly through a 
drastic decline in wofld 
Sugar prices, according 
to the corporafion'’s 1981 
annual report. 

This decline in earnings 
in 1981 occurred as pite 
an increase in :.72r 
production trom “! 9 
tonnes in i980 t: 2 0,750 
tonnes iast year. 

The -report explained 
thatin 1981, the cor- 

oration was forced to 

orrow 171,2 million 
doliars, which was 82 
million dollars more than 
it borrowed at the erid of 
1980, reflecting the 
corporation's 
deteriorating liquidity 
position. However, the 
report noted that 
Guysuco'’s credit wor- 
thiness remains good. 


INFLATION 
The report also noted 
that in spite of the light 
rate of inflation in 


production costs, workers 


have been successful in 
increasing productivity. 
The corporation has also 
been able to hold 
production costs to a 
mere 3,29 per cent over 
the 1980 figure. 

Difficulty in securing 
pieces of heavy equip- 
ment along with a 
restriction imposed on 
the corporation’s capital 
expenditure hindered the 
corporation’s efforts to 
accelerate the 
replacement of 
agricultural equipment 
and machinery. 

In addition, the dif- 
ficulty in  obtainin 
replacement parts an 
the early arrival of the 
mid-year rains adversely 
affected cane quality and 
made harvesting dif- 
ficult. In spite of this, 
however, there was 2a 
slight reduction in factory 
downtime, the report 
noted 

The Guysuco report 
also cisclosed that the 
amount of cane processed 
was the third highest in 
the history of the sugar 
industry in Guyana. 














RICE BOARD STEPS UP WAR AGAINST CORRUPT PRACTICES 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 10 Aug 82 p 1 


[ rext ] 


CSO: 


3025/449 


..THE Guyana Rice 
Board ‘GRB) has in- 
tensified its war against 
irregularities and corrupt 
practices believed to be 
costing the Board 
tuillions of dollars an- 
nually. 


The campaign em- 


braces a wide area, and 
covers leakages of rice 
from the Board’s 


presmises, trafficking in 
seed paddy chemicals 
and fertilisers, corrupt 
practices involving the 
sale of the Board’s 
property and 
questionable employment 
practices. 


“If’s a helluva job,” 
says G.R.B. General 
Managet Leon Dundas 
who earlier this year was 
appointed to _—i this 
capacity. 

The campaign has 
started to yield results: 


Some of the latest 
rackets discovered as a 
result of this new ‘‘alert” 
include the stealing of 
rice from the Board’s 
silos at its Kingston 
headquarters, and a $50 


000 fraud involving the 
theft of gasolene at the 
Board's Ruimzight 
operations 


The practice of stealing 
rice from the Kingston 
silo, came to a head 
recently when rice was 
being packaged for 
shipment to Trinidad and 
Tobago. 


The records showed 


that the equivalent of 
some 5 000 packages of 
rice should have been in 
the silo. However, after 1 
025 packages had been 
prepared it was found 
that the silo was empty. 


Another startling 


discovery was made - 


recently at the GRB's 
location at MARDS where 
it was found that the 
Board's laid-down em- 


a ge policy was not 
— observed. It was 
found, for example, that 


the staffing ‘of one 
department seemed to be 
a family affair with the 
staff Bg almost 
entirely relatives and 
including brothers, 
brothers-in-law, sisters- 
in-law and sons-in law. 
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BRIEFS 


REID ON SOCIALIST OWNERSHIP--Prime Minister Cde P.A, Reid Wednesday told the 
33rd Batch of Guyana Developers that to organise socialist labour the people 
in the country must own and control the resources, whatever those resources 
are. "In my mind there is no other way where all the people can benefit 
unless they have this kind of authority. because in some cases when other 
people own the resources, even wien you collect the taxes you cannot be too 
sure that you are getting your just rewerd,'' he said, Cde Reid, who was 
delivering one of the many talks the Developers will receive during their 
three months training at the Cuffy Ideological Institute on the Soesdyke- 
Linden Highway said with the ownership and control of ownership and control 
of the resources the thrust then must be for production and productivity so 
that there can be reproduction of these resources, Most of the Dev-lopers, 
he said, are at the Institute because they hold important positions in their 
community, organisations and institutions and if they are to deal with 
socialist morality then they need first of all to know something about the 
society in which they live. In picture are participants at the course, 
[Text] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 6 Aug 82 p 4] 


ASSISTANCE TO RICE FARMERS#-The Guyana Sugar Corporation (GUYSUCO) has 
offered to step up its irrigation of lands in the country's rice industry to 
satisfy demands for water for the current second crop. Guyana Rice Board 
General Manager Cde Leon Dundas said he has been assured of GUYSUCO's 
assistance in lending irrigators to Rice Action Committees and Regional 
Democratic Councils to help farmers overcome difficulties they might be 
experiencing in land preparation operations, GUYSUCO is at present giving 
‘a lot of assistance" to rice farmers in Regions Three, Four, Five and Six 
and is prepared to increase its services in these and other regions if the 
need arises, Cde Dundas said, GUYSUCO played a significant role in helping 
farmers combat the adverse effects of unfavourable weather in the rice 
industry last year and again during this year's first crop. The Corpora 
tion itsclf engaged in the cultivation of some 1 000 acres of rice at 
Manarabisi in Canje, Berbice, through its Other-Crops Division. [Text] 
[Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 18 Aug 82 p 1] 


QO) 


























ALD FROM CANADA*-The Guyana and Canadian governments yesterday signed a 
memorandum of understanding for the provision of technical assistance and 
advice for the local forestry industry, The memorandum, covering th: 
provision of grant funding of up to 2,5 million dollars relates to a 15- 
million dollars loan agreement signed by the two countries last week, 
catering for the purchasc of sawmilling equipment for the forestry industry. 
Under the terms of the memorandum the 2,5 million dollars of grant funding 
will be used to provide technical advice and assistance in the purchase and 
installation of the sawmilling equipment being provided through the loan. 
LExcerpt] {Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 6 Aug 82 p 1] 
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CHARLES CLARIFIES REMARKS ON RIPOFF "FREE=BOOTERS'! 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 19 Aug 82 p 8 


[Letter to the editor from Pearnel Charles, minister of public utilities 
and transport, under the heading "I Did Not Criticize the Private Sector"] 








Just by way of indicating the levels to 


6¢T T+ IS STRANGE how 





newspaper editors cre- 

ate their own charges in 
order to make totally irrele- 
vant points; how you readily 
distort the meaning of other- 
wise clear statements in order 
to plead special cases. 

You were at it today in your edito- 
rial headed ‘Not This Way’ in 
which you tried to make out that 
my speech to the Rotary Club at 
the Pegasus on Thursday was an 
attack by me (and your own exten- 
sion - the Government) on the 
Jamaican Private Sector. 

Nowhere in the speech did I criticize the 
Private Sector. I criticised those ele- 
ments in society, and I quote from my 
speech. ‘the piraucal free-booters, pre- 
sent in all communities the world over’ 
who grasp at any and every opening 
they can manipulate to ripoff the 
peopie of the nauions in which they 
operale 
For vou to describe these people as the 
Private Sector the concerned 
investor producer and entrepreneurs of 
Jamaica, is noi only dishonest but 
reveals your own predilection § to 
defence of and support of the pre 
dators in our socwety and a total lack of 
concern for the welfare of the people 


which you will descend in order to be 
an agent for those people who would 
grasp everything and give nothing, you 
declared that I am upsec by public 
demands for ‘instant’ improvement and 
by calls for divestment. 


1 would remind you that in my speech | 


said the exact opposite of what you 
claim. I said that the public impatience 
of our people shows that we have 
returned to sanity and have resumed 
our onward march to individual and 
national betterment and I quote from 
the speech that you seem determined to 
misrepresent: ‘I am happy about 1. It 
shows that we are succeeding in revita- 
lizing the Jamaican people and have 
brought them bouncing back, full of 
life and hope and expectations to the 
point where they demand the immeci 
ately impossible and expect to get 
it... lt is a very good sign. That ts a 
great achievement which gives us hope 
for the future. I like it; we should all 
like wt. 


Now Mr. Editor, how can you describe 


that as being upset is beyond me. I said 
before in Parliament. I repeated it 
last Thursday. If that is being upset 
then I want to be upset. 

And when vou speak of divestment. | 
must remind you of what I sa. | sad 
the Government would even be pre 
pared to divest anything in the Nation: | 
al Interest including public ucilities af 
the Private Sector can come up with 

















sound programmes better than any- 
thing the Government now conceives 
and produces for the country. In other 
words. Mr. Eduor to keep repeating 
calls for divestment is empty talk 
Come up with something positive, con- 
crete. and good and we will see wheth- 
er this proposal or our performance is 
in the national interest 

As you said in your editorial the country 
is in need of inspiration, not che spe- 
cious argument you used in open sup- 
port of those elements in our society 
who would rape and pillage the coun- 
try with total unconcern for the public 
welfare. the poor, and the unemployed. 
I did not attack the Private Sector, | 
dont believe the Private Sector you 
referred to is in support of the agents I 
cruicized. | dont believe the Private 
Sector will thank you for puiung them 
in that case. 

Note: Mr. Charlies’ intemperate letter 
with is invective and unworthy imputa 
tion confirms our editorial injunction, 
“not this way!” 























OBULLUIN JAMATCA 


SEAGA DISCUSSES DEVELCPMENTS IN EXPANSTON OF BANKING 
Kingston THE DALLY GLEANER in English 19 Aug 82 pp l, 2 


(rext] A Venture Capital Bank which will "invest in equity of new ventures 
that sometimes are a little too risky for normal commercial banking opera- 
tions,'’ is to be established by the Government, Prime Minister Edward Seaga 
announced at Jamaica Pegasus Hotel on Tuesday night, 


Mr Seaga, who was launching the Jamaican branch of the Bank of Credit and 
Commerce International, said that a new tax regime enabling the introduction 
of venture capital banking would go before Parliament soon. Two institutions 
now had applications before the Government seeking approval to become 
operative while the legislation was being processed, 


Before making this and a number of other announcements, Mr Seaga welcomed 
the coming to Jamaica of the Bank of Credit and Commerce Intemational 
which was the fourth largest Arab bank operating over 260 offices in 56 
countries on five continents, 


BeC.Cel., which was established in 1972, has deposits totalling USS8 billion 
and a capital base in excess of USS460 million, According to The Banker, the 
"bible" of the banking industry, it is the 163r¢c largest bank in the world. 
Ihe Jamaica branch will be embraced by its regional operations in the 
Caribbean which have headquarters in Miami, 


Making the announcement of the Venture Capital Bank, the Prime Minister said: 
"A new institution is going to make its presence known in Jamaica very 
shortly. [t is a Venture Capital Bank, a bank which will invest in the 
equity of new ventures that sometimes are a little too risky for normal 
commercial banking operations, normal merchant banking operations, 


"A new tax regime is about to go to Parliament to make provision for the 


introduction of venture capital banking. ‘Two such institutions are now 
before us seeking approval to enable them to become operative whilst 


. e ; ‘ 1 
the legislation is being passed, 


Ihe Prime Minister, who catalogucd the steps being taken by Covernment to 
rebuild local banking institutions, also announced that legislation to 
enable the establishment of private unit trusts was to be introduced in 




















Parliament soon as part of the Government's effort to mobilize new equity 
capital for use by businesses which had reached the maximum of their 
borrowing capabilities. 


Since the Unit Trust which had been established in the 1960's as a subsidiary 
of the Jamaica Development Bank had built up a reasonably good record of 
performance over the years, he said, "we feel that the time has come when 

we can open the field to private unit trusts and given them the same privi- 
leges in income tax concessions that are now given to the public unit 

trust," 


[ntroduction of amendments to the cxisting legislation would be made in due 
course, to enable the Government to register approved new unit trusts, 
"yroviding we are satisfied that the structure of the new unit trust has 
been put together in the prescribed fashion," 


the prime minister recalled that the Government had had to take a decision 
to "wind down" the island's major development banking institution, the 
Jamaica Development Bank; and in doing so had introduced two new banking 
institutionsesnamely, the National Development Bank and the Agricultural 
Credit Bank, 


The Agricultural Credit Bank had commenced operations earlier this month 

and was now lending through the commercial banking system as well as through 
eleven People's Cooperative Banks which was "the vehicle for lending to 
small farmers across the country," he said, 





Some $13-million were available for lending through the P.C, banks, and by 
next May there would be an additional 29 P,.C,. banks coming into operation. 
At present these were being upgraded towards this purpose. When the 29 
additional P.C. banks had been upgraded, some $50-million more would be 
available for lending, through both these and the commercial banks, to 

the farming community. 





Speaking of the National Development Bank, Mr Seaga said this bank would 
commence operations in October this year and would lend money to the 
industrial sector, the tourist sector, mining and related enterprises 
operating through the commercial banking system in order to reach small 


business, 


In this regard, he said, extending financial support to small business 

was "of particular concern to us" and the Government had opened discussions 
with the Credit Union network which was a very thriving and well-run set 

of small financial organisations," with a view to asking them to undertake 
the rolc of lenders to small business, funded by the N.D.B." 


Mr Seaga said he had had discussions with the Credit Union Movement and 
these discussions had proven very positive and final decisions would be 
made soon, He was hopeful that these decisions would be favourable. Some 
$32emillion was available for lending to small business over this year and 
next year through tie credit union movement if it was agreeable to the 
proposal, 











far as Industry, Tourism, Mining and related enterprises were concerned, 
the total amount available for lending over the first two years through th 
NeDebe would b\ Sll8-million, 


urning next to the field of Merchant Banking, Mr Seaga said this had all 


‘ 


but disappeared in the 1970's but recently two Merchant Banks had been 
‘tablished, JAMIN Corp of Iuternational Merchant Banking Limited, and 

haele Merchant Banking, Limited, In addition to these, two other merchant 

banks were under consideration for licensing by the Bank of Jamaica at 


present. 


Mr Seaga said that the Government had also had to resorganise the existing 
mortgage bank, the Jamaica Mortgage Bank, as well as the National Housing 
rust and the Caribbean Housing Finance Corporation, These had been estab- 
lished over the past 10 to 15 years, but "fell astray of their original 
charters,'' In this regard he mentioned the recent announcement of plans to 
mike available mortgage finance to enable the construction of 12,000 homes 
per annun, 


Mr Seaga made these announcements as he told the large gathering of bankers, 
businessmen and professionals that Jamaica used to be very proud of the 
financial institutional network that had been built up in the 1960s when he 
had the honour to be Minister of Finance of the government of that period, 


During the 1970s, "a great deal of what was built up in the late 1960s 
disappeared," He added: "the 1980s can be characterized as the period of 
resurgence because we have now entered a new period of dynamic growth of 





finaneial institutions once more," 


For this reason, he welcomed the establishment here of B.C.C.1. “one of the 
fastest-growing banks in the entire worid, 


"And we welcome them here not only for their dynamism and their aggressive= 
ness and growth but we are welcoming them also because they come from an 
trea Which has not as yet had representation in Jamaican banking circles 
the Hear Kast. They therefore bring with them resources from a different, 


untapped region.s.se 


Finally, we welcome them because they are a Third World bank and as a 
fhird World banking group they are paving the way and showing the rest of 
the world that they in the rest of the world have no claim or special posi- 
tion with regard to banking," 


ihe Prime Minister said that he had che confidence that the new bank would 


. | 
SUCCECUCAd . 


Ihe president of BCCI Overseas, Mr M.A.K. Yousufi, said that under Mr 
1 . . . : . : . 
ie@a’s leadership the galloping inflation which had characterized the 
jamaican economy had been brought under contro! in less than two years, 


he said, was “eloquent tribute to the Prime Minister's great vision," 


this, 











Mr Yousufi said the 9ffices in 
five continents was committed to economic development 
"be use we feel that there is a 
commercial banking field in the 


bank which had over 260 56 countries on 
in the Third World 
substantial growing unmet need in the 
Third World," 


[In the case of Jamaica, it had "placed its international resources and 
expertis: 


at the disposal of Jamaican businesses and pledge ourselves to 
work 


the continued growth and development of the community here," 
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PHONE COMPANY PROFITS--A pre-tax profit of $20.5 million was made by the 
Jamica Telephone Company in the year ended December 3lst, 1981. This 
profit level is an increase of more than 25 percent over the 1980 level 

of 516.2 million. In making a profit of $20.5 million with total revenues 
of $95.4 million, the Telephone Company continues its tradition of high 
profitability making a profit in 1981 equivalent to over 20 percent of its 
total sales revenue, ‘The $20.5 million profit was made after charging 
$15.6 million for interest on debt, and $21.6 million for depreciation based 
on the replacement value of both plant and equipment. The company is 
unhappy about its $11.5 million 1981 tax bill and the Directors’ report 
states: ",..the impact of taxation had had a deleterious effect on the 
company's cash flow by siphoning of 27 percent of the net cash generated 
from operations... Simultaneously the dialogue with the Government 
concerning development of strategies to augment current and future defi- 
ciencies created by the ‘tax drain,’ continues...'' But the Telephone Company 
"has not followed the guidelines (of the tax authorities) in preparing its 
tax returns and in paying taxes as it disagrees with the interpretation of 
the law by the tax authorities..."" This is disclosed in notes to the 
company's 1981 accounts. The disagreement concerns the treatment for tax 
purposes of losses arising from changes in foreign exchange rates. At the 
end of 1981 such losses, not yet realised in cash amounted to $21 million, 
The company's tax returns are compiled on the basis that the full amount of 
losses realised in a year are claimed rather than spread over the remaining 
tax life of the asset. If the company's basis is allowed then its tax 
liability would be t«mporarily reduced by $8.2 million. [Text] (Kingston 
THE DAILY GLEANER in English 19 Aug 82 p 1] 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


CORVETTES FOR MEXICO LAUNCHED IN SPAIN 

Paris LA NOUVELLE REVUE MARITIME Jun-Jul 82 p 121 

[From the "Naval Ships" column by Jean Labayle-Couhat ] 

i\Text] Regarding the Corvettes Cordered from Spain 

[wo of the six corvettes otf 900 tons each, ordered in Spain by Mexico, were 
recently launched at the Empresa Nacional Bazan shipyard at San Fernando, 
near Cadiz. They are the GH2 TENIENTE JOSE ANZUETA and the GH3 CAPITAL DE 
FRAGATA PEDRO SAINZ DE BARRANDA. 

Characteristics: 

--Displacement: 900 tons. 


~—Dimensions: 65 x 10.5 x 3 x 5 meters (including propellers). 


--Propulsion: Two MIU/Bazan diesels Type 16 v 956 TB91; two propellers; 
/,900 HP (5,515 kW). 


--Pertormance: Maximum speed, 20 knots; range, 4,000 miles at 18 knots. 
--Armament: 1/40 CA Breda; 1 light helicopter. 
-~-Crew: 33 men. 


[These corvettes are intended for the surveillance of the protected economic 


P One . 
Acquisition otf Two Ex-American Destroyers 
On 24 February 1982 the Mexican Navy acquired two former American destroyers, 


DD 862 VOGELGESANG and DD 863 STEINAKER. They have been respectively renamed 
KO3 QUETZALCOATL and ES4 NETZAHULCOYTL. 


CSO: 5010/2059 
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, PRICE 
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Bridgetown ADVOCATE*NEWS in English 19 Aug 82 p 1 
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CASTRIES, St. Lucia, 
Wednesday, (CANA) — St. 
Lucia’s Prime Minister John 
Compton will be meeting here 
tomorrow with trade union 
and private sector officials in 
an attempt to solicit support 
for improving the economy 
government _ officials said 
today 

Representatives of all three 
pew are expected to meet 
or the third time in six weeks 
to reach an agreement that 
could produce a unified effort 
to come to grips with St. 
Lucia’s economic problems. 

Mr. Compton is trying to get 
trade unions to accept wage 
increase settlements between 
five and 10 per cent during the 
current fiscal year and for the 

rivate sector to neep price 
increases between nine and 12 
per cent, the official said. 

The Prime Minister has 
described the country’s 
economic situation as bein 
‘grave’, with the islan 
recording a three per cent 


growth rate, a balance of 
pagmenes deficit of EC$264 
million (EC$1 — 37 cents U.S.) 
and a 27 per cenr rate of 
unemployment. 


The Prime Minister has 
warned that unless St. Lucia 
resolves its economic dif- 
ficulties on its own, the 
alternative would be to go to 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) for assistance. 
He has also warned of the 
consequences of such a move 
on the entire country. 

So far, progress in_ the 
tripartite effort has been slow. 
In fact four of the eight trade 
unions have flatly rejected the 
idea of wage resiraint. 


Instead they continue to 
demand that the government 
remove ‘obstacles which they 
say are hindering the func- 
tioning of the Civil Service 
Association (CSA) and the 
Fire Service association 
(FSA) as full-fledged trade 
unions. 
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